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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER rok M INES :I,

Report on wvorking of Government Rail-
way's and the Roebourne-Cossack Tram-.
way to 30th June, 1905. 2, Classifica-
tion Rates, and General Regulations and
Jetty Regulations uinder 'The Govern-
ment Railways Act, 1904."

By the MINISTER FOR WORKS : 1, By-
laws passed by the Bayswater Roads
Board.

QUESTION-EARLY CLOSING, KAL-
GOORLIE.

MR. WARE asked the Minister for
Commerce: ', Has his attention been
drawn to the manner in which the pro-
visions of the Early Closing Act are
being observed in and around the Kal-
goorlie district? 2, If so, is it the Min-
ister's intention to appoint a permanent
inspector for the district with a view of
having the provisions of the Act en-
forcedP

THE MIINISTER FOR COMMERCE
AND LABOUR replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Under consideration.

QUESTION-LAND TAXATION,
UNIMPROVED ESTATES.

MR. STONE asked the Premier: 1
Does the Government intend to bring in
a Bill, at as early a date as practicable,
making provision for the taxation of large
unimproved estates, with special bearing
on land within a convenient distance of a
i-ailsva v, and also on city and town
property ?

THE PREMIER replied: It is not the
intention of the Government to bring in
such a measure this session; but the
question (if the taxation of large uni-
proved estates is under consideration.

QUESTION-STOCK ROUTE TO GOLD-
FIELDS, TICK.

Mn. TROT, for Mr. Lynch, asked the
Premier: i. What is the intention of the
Government in the matter of opening a
stock route fromt the- Kim berley pastoral
areas to the north-east goldfields" 2, It
the route in question is decided upon, is
it the intention of the Governmwent to

*suspend the tick regulations in regard to
such route ? . If the regulations are so

*suspended, will the Goverunment im-
mediately acquain~t the South Australian
and Queensland Governments of the
decision
* THE PREMIER replied: x, It is the
intention of the Government to open a
stock route from Start's Creek to Lake
Way, in all probability via Separation
Well. A party will be0 despatched early
in April to make a preliminary examina-
tion of the proposed route. 2, Tick
regulations will be suspended in regard
to that p~articular route. 3, The South
Australian and Queensland Governments
ill] be advised accordingly.

QUESTIONS (2)-COM1MONIVEALTH
INFORMATION, IMMIGRANTS.

MR. TROY, for Mr. Walker, asked the
Premier: Will he be kind enough to
make such inquiries through the Com-
monwealth authorities as will enable
him to answer the following questions:-
i, Were the foreign immigrants who
arrived by the G.M.S. "GrosserKurf urst"
under agreement with any resident or
residents in the State? 2, To what class
of miners did the Italian section belong?
3, Was the education test applied ; if so,
by Whom? 4, Were any foreign female
immigrants landed f rm the above-named

*steamer ? 5, Had the foreign immi-
grants anyI means of support?

THE PREMIER replied: I have l-
ready communicated wvith the Federal
authorities, and will furnish replies to
the hon. member's questions if infornia-
tion is made available to this Government.

MR. TROY, for Mr. Horan, asked
the Premier: r, Is he aware that the
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'Grosser Kurfurst," on its latest trip,
brought 49 Ifalians to this State? .z,
Was it correct to designate 39 of these
men as miners ? 3, In view of the fact
that the goldfields are already over-
supplied with miners, will he ascertain
whether these men camne under contract?
4, Will hie ittilise the State police to
ascertain whero these 39 Italian mniners
were distributed and employed, and give
such information to the HiouseP

THE PREMIER replied: I dm not
aware of the fact, hut have instituted
inquiries with a view to obtaining the
information desired biy the bon. member.

QUESTrON-MINES INSPECTION,
NOTICE.

MR. SCADDAN, without notice, asked
the Minister for Mines: i, Has hie as yet
received replies to the circulars sent b -y
him to the inspectors of mines, asking
them for ain explanation of their reasons
for giving- notice when intending to visit
mines z , If so, will he communicate
the replies to this House? 3, If not,
will be endeavour to get those replies
before the House goes into recess?

TnE MINISTER FOR MINES
replied: I have not received the replies.
or I should communicate them at once.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.

Agricultural Banik Act Amendment,
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

Fertilisers and Feedingstuffs Act
Amendment, transmitted to the Legisla-
tive council.

Permanent Reserves Rededication (No.
2), transmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL-STATUTES COMPILATION.

IN COMMITTEE.

MR. ILLINGWOETH in the Chair; the
PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR JUSTICE in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Compilation of original and

amending Statutes:
MR. BATH moved an amiendment-
That the words "to give effect to implied

repeals," in. lines 3 and 4of the second para-
graph, be struck out.
As drafted, the paragraph would give to
the Attorney-General making a compila-
tion tco much power to alter Acts. True,
such compilation must be uinder the

I direction of Parliament and the result.
must. be laid on the table ;but there was
not likely to be so much attention given
suIbsequently to Such work as there
would be to amendments and alterations
made as the result. of a, Cousolidation
Act passed by Parliament It was suffi-
cient to give the Attorney General the
right to Carry out the Compilation its
provided in thie first paragraph h ut the
second paragraph might give him power
to mnake some alteration which would not
meet the wishies of those wvlo prepared
the Act.

THE PREMIER: The lion. member's
mnoti xe was good h ut if the amendment
were passed the usefulness of the Bill
would be seriously impaired. The power
of the Attorney General was only to make
such alterations, additions, or omissions ats
were, in his opinion, necessary to give
effect to implied repeals. If the Bill
ended there, some. remote danger might
he apprehended ;but Clause 4' provided
that any alteration, addition, or omission
made tider Clause 2 mig.ht be amended.
altered, rejected, or restored. Parliament
had full p~ower to accept, alter, or reject
the compilation. When it was obvious,
sit%, that an Act of 1895 had beet) altered
by an Act of 1897 and by another of
1899, it was advisable that the Attorney
GenerOcal Should have power so to alter the
text ais to give the fullest effect to the
latest amending measure. If he had to
adhere religiously to the text of several
Acts, the compilation would not be so
effective as if lie had power so to alter
the wording ats to make the meaning clear.
Alterations were always subject to the
approval of Parliament. This only gave
power to the Attorney General to so alter
the wording as to give full effect to the
original intention.

MR. KEENAN: The ohject of the
amendment was to prevent injustice being
done to any parties by reason of misin-
terpretation of the intent of Parliament
being made by the Attorney General.
At present there were statutes toi which
even the Courts themselves had found
extreme difficulty in attaching a meaning.
The Bills of Sale A mendment Act was an
instance. In a Particular section it pro-
vided that the debentures of a company
should not require registration as bills of
Sale. Our Full Court had decided that
the section only related to local companies
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and not to foreign companies; but the
South Australian Fall Court had decided
quite the opposite. He suggested an
addition to the clause to the effect that
notwithstanding anything in this Bill, in
the event of the rights of any parties
arisi ncr under any Act repealed bigin
question, the Courts should have the right
to refer to the original Act for the puir-
pose of determining such rights. BY
this the Courts would be able to refer to
the original statutes and interpret the
rights from that examination ;otherwise
the particuljar mieaninK attached to a
section by the Attorney General, while it
might be thle mfeaning that Would gain
the support of some Judges, might not
meet with the Support of thle majority of
the Fall Court, and certainly might in~flict
hardship on some particular personis.
The provision in Clause 4 was tijat whien
the Compilation Act was laid onl the table,
the House was entitled to make any alter-
ation or addition; but once the compiled
Act had hecomie the statute, there was no
power, excep)t by an amending Bill, to
alter the phraseology uscdby the Attorney
General.

MR. FOULKES regretted he could not
agree with the member for Kalgoorlie.
The intention of this Bill was to give
power to the Attorney General not to
interpret Statutes, but siniplv to compile
the various statutes and make only such
alterations as were necessitated by fresh
legislation having been passed. The Bill
had been prepared by the Parliamentary
Draftsman, who had informed him that
we were making fresh changes in our
legislation continually, and thathe desired
the power to have one Act instead of a
number of Acts following each other at
irregular intervals, and to make the law
as simple as possible. If it had been
intended that the Attorney General should
have power to p~lace his interpretation on
an Act, this would have been called an
Tnterpretatioht Bill instead of a Compila-
tion Bill. No one knew better than the
Parliamentary Draftsman that it was im-
possible for him to place a proper inter-
pretation on the statutes. Judges alone
could do that. The Bill was merely to
make the statutes as simple as possible
by compiling the different statutes on
particular matters. No danger need be
anticipated, but if we made alterations
such as suggested by the member for

Kalgoorlie we would be running grave
risk~s. It would ble better to leave the
Bill as it Stood.

THE PREMIER: The Bill was based
on and copied fromt a New Zealand Act of
1903.

Amendmient negatived; clause passed.
Clauses 3 to end-agreed to.
New Clause (rights protected):
iMR. KEENAN moved that thle follow-

ing be added as Clause 5 :-
Notwithistanding anything contained in this

Act, in the event of the rights of any parties
arising tinder any Acts repealed hereunder
being in question, the Court shall be entitled,
notwithstanding the repeal of the said Acts,
to refer to the samne for the purpose of deter-
mining such rights.

Question passed, clause added.
Title agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

BILL-JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
RECOMMITTAL.

Oin motion by MR. A. J. WILSON, Bill
recomnmitted fo~r the purpose of amend-
ment; MR. ILLINGwoRTH in the Chair;
the PREMIER AND MINISTER1 FR JUSTICE
in charge of the Bill.

New Clanse (dentists exempted):
MR. A. J. WILSON moved that the

following be added as Clause 7:-
Section 8 of the principal Act, 62 Viet., No.

1o, is hereby amended by adding the follow-
ing words:-- Any duly registered dentist in
actual practice,"

The Act at present allowed a number of
exemptions. For instance, medical prac-
titioners, members of Parliament, civil
servants, lawyers, lawyers' clerks, and a
host of others were exempted; and it
was onl1y fair that dentists should be in-
cluded, because it might be highly
inconvenient at times for them to serve
on juries.

THEr PREMIER: It might be argued
that, because medical practitioners were
exempted, dentists should also be ex-
empted ; but in the case of dentists it
was hardly ever likely to be a matter of
life or death, It seemed to be going-
rather too far to add a new clause to thle
Bill in order to exempt dentists, but
there might be cases where inconvenience
would arise.

Question put and negatived.

Stahdiui Compilation. Jnry Bill. 619
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New Clause (exemptions):-
MR. LYNCH moved that the follow-

ing be added as a clause-
Section 8 of the principal Act is hereby

repealed, and the following substituted:
"The following persons shall be exempted
from serving on Juries, and shall not be
inserted in the lists to be prepared by virtue
of this Act, and if inserted may claim exemp-
tion-that is to say: Members of the Execu-
tive, members of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly when Parliament is in
Session, persons holding office tinder the
Imperial Government, all naval and military
officers on fill pay, pilots, mariners actually
employed, and captains or superintendents of
fire brigades, and dualy qualified medical prac-
titioners, and officers of the criminal and civil
courts.
Thle object was to enlarge the circle from
which jurors could be selected for thle
proceeding's of criminal and civil courts.
There was a feeling amongst business
people and legal practitioners that there
was a possibility somietimes of the Jury
system not working out in keeping with
what the founders of the system expected.
Since a small circle would lend itself to
the possibility of tampering with jurors,
it was the duty of the Legislature to
remove, if possible, juries and jurors
from being interfered with, and the
object of the amendment was to widen
the circle from. which juro)rs conld be
drawn in the future. Why should
Persons holding office in the Imperial
service, white domiciled here, not serve
on juries? Mlembers of Parliament,
when Parliament was not in session,
should be just as free to act as jurors as
any other comnion citizen. There was
no reason why ministers of religion should
be exempt. Where was the visible
reasons why barristers and solicitors,
and their clerk-s, should be exempt from
discharging these importanit duties of
citizenship? Why should town clerks
be exempt; or schoolmasters and jour-
nalists and lbank managers and the
officers and servants of a private railway
company ; also persons employed solely
in the public service F There was quite
a host of citizens who were exempted who
ought not to be.

THaE PREMIER: The Bill sought to
extend the number of persons available
to serve on juries by enlarging the area
from which jurors should b~e drawn, but
the hon. member sought to enlarge the
scope by canicelling a number of existing

exemptions. If the amendment were.
allowed to pass, ministers of religion,
barristers, attorneys, solicitors and their
clerks would be liable to serve on juries

aswell as sheriffs' officers, peace officers,
townr clerks, schoolmasters, journalists,
bank managers, chemists and druggists,
public service officers, and servants of the
Commissioner of Railways, and personst~
emiployed on or in connection with pri-
vate railways. Let members take one
example : barristeis, attorneys and solici-
tors. Would anyone wish barristers and
solicitors to serve onl Juries ? Were any-
timing possible in order to arrive at thie
verdict of a jury, one would only' have to
look after the barrister and solicit o'-
They would hardly be serving their pro-
fessina so well unless they- had aL great
amnount of influence over an ordinmrv
jurynian. For many reasons it would be
very undesirable that these persons
named sho ulId be liable to serve onl a ju ry.
No one wvantled ministers of religion

ragged Oil to a jury to he ar criminal
charges;. Surely no one wanted to have
the mnager of a. hank dragged from. his
business in order to serve on a jury.
The most extraordinary- complications
might arise if that were permitted ; and
the general public would be most
seriously inconvenienced indeed. A town
clerk attended in his office for the con-
ve nience of th e publ ic, to ans wer questions
affecting municipalities, receiving rates,
and generally to perform other useful
work., If a town clerk were dragged
awayv to serve on a jury, there would be
no one in charge of the mnunicipal office,
and a great deal of hardsbip might
eventuate. 'If at very short notice a
servant of the Railway Commissioner, a
guard iin charge of an express train, wvere
summoned to serve on a juri-y, again
complications might arise, and the lives
of the travelling public be endangered.
These exemptions in thle Act of 1898
were not hurriedly introduced, and if
time permitted onle could show very
reasonable grounds why every one of the
exemptions should be continued. They
had been well thought out, and it was to
be hoped thle Committee would not
interfere with themn upon the slight con-
sideration which had been given to the
subject.
MR. BATH sympathised with the

member for Leonora in his attemapt to

CASSEAOLT.] Recommittal.
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widen the scope of the jury-list, although
the proposal was somewhat sweeping.
At the present time the jury-list was
practically confined to business men and
to men of projkrty; and the result was
that jurors were drawn practicalIly from
the same people year in and year out.
We bad as a result a system, which dlid
not obtain so much here as in the
Eastern States, of what was rapidly
becoming professional juries. That was%
an undesirable condition of affairs. On
the goldfields, in the Kalgoorlie dis-
trict, he had acted as coroner On many
occasions, and the juries einpanelled
were nearly the same on each occasion.
If we removed miany of the exemptions
which were not necessary or justifiable, it
would mean an increase in the number of
people who could be placed on the jury
list, and men need not attend as jurors
more than a limited number of times in a
year. The objection in the case of town
clerks might be removed, also in con-
nection. with bank managers and a
-number of others. He failed to see why
public servants should be excluded fromi
the jury list. A good percentage was
eligible at any time to serve on a jury.
Public servants were not engaged so
busily on their duties that they could not
be spared for a. day, or for a few days
throughout the year, to serve on juries.
There could be a wider and better choice,
and we should secure the object the Bill
had in view if we accepted a. modification
-of the amendment.

Question put and negatived.
Bill farther reported without amend-

ment, and the report adopted.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a. third time, and Passed.

BILL-FISH ERIES.

SECOND READING.

THE PREMI1ER (Hon. 0. If. Rason),
in moving the second reading, said: This
amending Fisheries Bill is really a con-
solidating as well as an amnending
measure. It repeals the four existing
Fisheries Acts and consolidates them in
this measure. The existinur law is not
altered to a. great extent. Thlere are, it is
true, some alterations; their purpose being
to make the fishery law wore effective,
_and to protec~t to a. greater extent than is

possible now an industry which, although
it does not appear to bie an industry of
great value at the present moment, is
none the less capable of great .develop-
ment, and is as a matter of fact of very
great value indeed. The interpretation
clauses is made more comprehensive in
this Bill than in the original Act. As
one illustration I may give a, definition of
a long line, which reads,

"Long line or bailtow" means any line
intended or utsed for the purpose of catching
fish, to which more than six fishing hooks are
attached.
And that is included under the term
"1fixed engine." Hitherto a fixed engine
has not been held to include a long line
such as many of us have very often seen
in use. It is a line to which hundreds of
hooks are attached, and it is left floating;
and oudoubtedly the number of fish that
can be taken by* it is ahnost as large as
the number that can be caught by a net
very often. Then under this Bill the
Governor is given greater power to make
regulations prescribing the mode of
testing the length of nets and the-
dimensions and the meshes of nets and
providing for the disposal of forfeited nets
found in close waters; also for preventing
the destruction of fish, and for preventing
injury to fishing grounds by a deposit of
filth, refuse, or other deleterious mnatters.
There is a new clause which gives the
right to enter on any land for the purpose
of carrying out the provisions of the Act.
Inspectors have been ham pered very much
in the discharge of their duties, because
they have had no power to enter upon
private land. Subelause 2 of Clause 10
is a new provision making it an offence to
have a net in close waters, unless it can
be proved to the satisfaction of the jus-
tices that it was there for a lawfult pur-
pose. Hitherto inspectors have found
that fishermen have been in close waters
with nets in their boats, and manifestly
they were there for the purpose of catch-
ing fish. Men do not go into close waters
with a boat andi fishing neis unless they
go to catch fish. But it has been held
u nder the old Act, that in order to obtain
a conviction, it was niecessary to prove
that the fishermen had the nets in the
water and that there were fish in the nets.
Very often it is difficult to prove that, aud
under the new Bill the mnere presence of ai
boat in close waters with a fishing net on

[19 DECEMBER, 1905.3R8heries Bill.
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board is held to be proof that the people
ini the boat are there for an unlawful
purpose, unless they can prove to the
satisfaction of justices to the contrary.
The onus of proof rests upon the boat-
man rather than upon the inspector.
The next clause provides that by regula-
tion it may be fixed how the licen'se num-
her fan be put upon the bow of the boat
and on the sails of the boat. It is in-
tended that if this Bill jpasses, regulations
shall be framed providing for a con-
tinuance of the number of the license. I
may point out that under the existing re-
gulations a fising~ boat license, say No.
22, this year, may become No. 26 next
year. There is no continuity of
number. Not only is that work-
ing very harshly on the fishermen
themselves, but it operates badly from
the point (of view of the inspector. A
boat that has the character of a poacher
will soon. be known, and inspectors will
look for the particular number of that
boat; but when the number is liable to
become changed next year or the year
afterwards, the opportunity' of the in-
slpector of beeping an eye upon'the boat
is very remote. Clause 13 provides for
the issue of licenses to use a seine net for
the catching of fish for domestic purposes.
only. There is a new subelause in Clause
22, making it an offence for any person to
sell, or cause to he sold, or offr or ex-
pose for sale, or have in his possession or
control for purposes of sale any fish
known as or called the crakyfish of a size
less than that prescribed in the second
schedule, or any feinale of such fish of
whatsoever size having eggs or spawn
attaehled beneath its body. or which has
been eaught with eggs or spawn attached.
It is necessary to have some such pro-
vision as this, because thle shores of our
coast are being rapidly depleted of cray-
fish. This is greatly accounted for by
the fact that there has been no restriction
upon the taking of female crayfish whien
they are very heavy with spawn. Then
there is a new clause proviig that every
person using fishing nets or other illegal
instruments in Close waLters shall on
demand give his name and address.
Clause 28 is an alteration of the existing
Act~an'l- an impjortant one. Thepre-entlaw
provides that no fish shall be taught for
the purpose of manure. This Clause is
amended by Clause 29 in the direction of

making it &n offence to catch fish muen-
tioned in the seconad schedule of the Bill,
edible fish, for the purpose of manure.
This is to meet the purpose of the
next clause, which gives power to.
the Governor to grant exclusive licenses
in regard to any product of the sea not
being food fish ; to give to an applicant
an exclusive right to collect all earti-
laginous fish for the purpose of extracting
oil and converting the flesh of those fish
into fertilisers. That may seem rather
an imnaginary idea. [MEMBER: What
clause F] Clauses 28 and 29. It may
seem a, wholly imaginary idea to think
that anyone would fish for sharks and
rays and fish of that kind for the purpose-
of extracting oils and then converting the
flesh into manure ; but there are in-
dustries in this and other parts of the
world; and already proposals have been
made to establish such an industry on
the northern coast of Western Australia,.
where sharks, rays, and other carti-
lagrinous fish abound, and where un-
doubtedly an opportunity would be given
of extracting oil and converting thle flesh
into a very valuable fertiliser. No one,
would be 'likely to embark in such an
industry as that unless hie had an
exclusive right within a given area to
catch fish of that kind; and no hiarm can
be done in giving an exclusive right of
that kind, so long as it does not include
food fish. Any' right of that kind would
only apply, as I hope the Committee.
understand, to fish like sharks, rays, and
whales. Then under the existinig lawfthe.
burden of proof that fis9h caught were
caught for sale is placed on the
shoulders of the inspector. Under this
new law, if paLssed, the burden of proof
that fish caught were not caught for sale
will rest, as I contend it should rest, on
the person who caught the fish. There-
are other small clauses which all have a,
tenidencyv not to inflict any hardship at
all upon bona fide fishermnen, but to
render it more easy for an inspector
under this Bill to obtain convictions
against those who break the law. The law
is being broken daily' to a, very great
extent, and a wholesale destruction
of fish takes place, which no
one Who considers the value of thef,
fish product of the State can regard with
equanimit.y. This measure will render it
more easy for inspectors and honorary

[ASSEMBLY.] Second -reading.
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inspectors to protect this industry. No
one wants to see obstacles placed in the
way of the angler and fishermran who fish
for the purpose of sale to gain a, liveli-
hood, but we muist protect the general
public, and must protect the angler and
bona Ale fisherman from the unfair
competition of those who pay no regard
to the regulations of the laiv. I commend
this Bill to members. I am aware that
in many, respects it does not go far
enough ;that those who have taken a
deep interest in this question would wish
to see a Bill even more comprehensive
than this ; but I submit to the Commit-
tee and to those gentlemnen to whom I
have referred that this Bill, though iti
mnay not be so comprehensive as might be
-desired, and though it may not go so far
as some people would like it to, is still
,calculated to do good. t is a great deal
better than the existing law, and if we can
only bring it into force before the new
year it will have a, very good effect. Any
amendments that subsequently may be
found to be necessary can easily be in-
.serted when the House meets, as 1 hope
it wilt, in a very few months; from now.

MR. T. HAYWARD (Wellington):
I have much pleasure in supporting this
Bill. It is a matter I have taken a great
interest in for many years. I found that
ukinder the old Act an insipector imigh t find
a mnan in a boat in close waters, but
uless he could actually -prove that the

mian had a net in the water and fish in
the net, lie had no power. Subelause 2
of Clause 10 provides "' that if any
person shall be found having in his
Possession on close waters " and so on.
That absolutely meets the case, and will
prevent a, great deal of the poaching that
is done and has been done for a long
time. Another clause I consider of very
great importance is Clause 28, which says
that-

Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Game. Act t892, the Governor may declarea
scale of rewards, and the conditions for the
payment thereof, for the destruction of
cormorants, pelicans, and such other birds as
by proclamation may be declared hostile to
fish life.

For some time there lies been a reward
with regard to cormnorants: but lpelitmns
are by far the worst fish bird -we have to
contend with. I was lately down on the
-southern coast on a smnall piece of water

which was occupied by small fry, and I
saw at least 100 pelicans gobbling them.
uip as fast as they possibly could. They
were eating, more fish than would hav'e
fed 100 people for a week, I consider
this is the best possible mneasure which
could be drawn, and I do not think it tan
be very much improved in Committee.
But I am of opinion that possibly in the
schedule one or two items may be perhaps
altered very beneficially.

AIR. A. T. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle):- It is fairly generally known to
a number of mtembers that for many
years I have taken an interest in the
fisheries question, going so far as to
devote my time during Many nihits, to
the inspection of fisheries, a nd my
experience would be very interesting to
somue members, had we time to discuss
such details. But I think I shall have

i to leave the relation of those adventures
to another occasion, possibly till next

IMay or June, when I trust we shall have
an amendment of this Bill. I feel that,
as the Prelmier says, the Bill is a step in
the right direction, taken indeed with
great trepidation, and after at long lapse
of time. This Bill, or some sort of
amending Bill, should have been intro-
duced to this House at least two years
ago; but for some reason or other,
successive Ministries have allowed the
matter to hang fire, and at the last
moment this Bill is put through the
Upper House anud sent down to us. f
will satisfy myself by saying that the
Bill should be entitled "1An Act to
empower the Government to make regula-
tions for the control of Fisheritts ;" because
it singularly refrains from putting right
the mistakes made in former Acts. It
certainly gives power to the Governor to
do so; but in many inistances the Bill
should have done what the Governor is
tb be authorised to do by regulation.
About a fortnight ago I went to some
trouble to get the opinions of the fisher-
men Who, as I know, are not destros-ing
fish, but are making, a living about
Fremnantle, South Fremantle, Garden
Island, Point Perou, Safety" Bay, and
other parts of the coast. For years these
fislhermen, their sLns and the!ir grand.(1
sons, hare lived by the exercise of their
v ocation, w ithou t destroyving fish hr illegual,
improper, unjust and unfair netting in
shallow waters. I think the House will

rIq
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agree that the OpiniOns of such men are
worth considering. They have nothing
to gain by making fishing regu1lations
more stringent, except that such action
will help to stop the continuous destruc-
tion of fish. I have reason to believe that
men of tis sort have not been consulted
at all in the preparation of the Bill. The
fishermen, of whom 59 met me about a
fortnight or three weeks ago, have had nto
communication at all with the Fisheries
Department, except now and then by
meeting the inspectors. So far as I
knew, not one of the 59 has ever, been
fined for a breach of the law. I think it
will be agreed that these men, or a, comn-
mittee. representing them, should have
been consulted by the Chief Inspector of
Fisheries before ho drafted the Bill.
This is really a Bill to enable the Gov-
ernor to make regulations; and tor that
reason I am not inclined to quarrel with
it, so long as I am satisfied that the regu-
lations will do what I want done-protect
the fish, stop the destruction iiow po
ceeding, stop the illegal and' improper
sale of fish, and generallyv regulate the
wholesale vending of fish and their dis-
tribution. Thle Bill does not deal with
the subject in detal, but gives the G-ov-
ernor power to do so; nevertheless, I do
not intend to block the Bill. It is a hesi-
tating step in the right direction, and on
that score must he welcomed. I am not
prepared to block the second reading nor
the Committee stage, but will help the
Government to pass the measure, hopingr
to he assured that the regulations will be
for the purposes I have suggested, or
that some clause with that end in view
may be inserted on recommittal. The
fishermen wishi the following reforms:
The absolute and permanent closing of
Woodmian's Point against netting, This
request may appear to he rather arbitrary.
For its size, Woodman's Point is one of
the greatest spawningand feeding grounds
on this portion of the coast. Some time
ago a memorial was p~resen ted by the
fishe!rmen in that neighbourhood-i think
about 40 or 50 British fishermen who
were making a living by fishing, and
whio did not fish on the breeding ground
at night time, though the breeding
ground is fished over and netted over
every night when the inspectors are absent.
Those British fishermen petitioned for
the absrolute closing of Woodman's Point

for ever and a day. The reply received
was that their request was scientifically
impossible. The reply threw doubt on
the fact that Woodman's Point was a
spawning and feeding ground at all,
virtually saying that the sun is not
shining to-day, that Woodman's Point
was not a spaw ning ground, and that if
it were, the fish on this coast laid a
pelagic egg. There was no explanation
of "pelagic"; and on consulting a
dictionary I found that pelagic meant
" pertaining to the deep sea." I sought.
farther explanation, and was told that the
pelagic egg laid on this spawning ground
floats out to sea and is hatched there,
which statement is simply ridiculous,

MR. TAyiLoR: All science proves it true.
MR. DIAMOND: I beg to differ from

the hon. member. I have carefully
looked up the matter, and science proves
the direct opposite. Within the las~t few
months, a commission sitting in Scotland
disproved what was said by the inspector
here. Besides, if any scientist told me.
that fish did not breed and spawn at
Woodman's Point, I should call that
scientist a cheerful liar and humbug;
because T have seen the spawn at Wood-
man's Point, and the young fish resulting-
fromi it. All the fishermen who have
worked there for years say it is a spawning
and feeding ground. The memorialists
desire also to close the River Swan against
netting. That is not provided for in the
Bill: it is left to the Governor and regu-*
lations. We propose to close the Can-
ning River also, except for prawrnng,
which question we do not touch, as I ami
not familiar with it. We wish to dlose
Safety Bay- a great fishing ground-for
seven months in the year absolutely,
against lines and nets, We wish to pro-
hibit netting inshore of a certain line
drawn down the South Beach, Fremantle,
and also to limit the size of the mesh of
the net, which should have beent done
but is not done in the Bill. It is left for
regulation. The combined intellects of
the fishermen inside and outside agree to
a certain-size mesh inside and a certain-
size m~esh outside. Theyv ask for a mesh
larger than the present mesh, shutting
out altogether what is called the bunt or
bag: of the net, which hunt catches all the
little fish that are not caught in the big
meshes. I think that is a proper request
to grant. When these fishermen, mak-

[ASSEMBLY.) Second reading.
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ing their living at the trode, ask that the
small meshes shall bealtogether abolished,
their request is deserving of great'atten-
tion. We ask also that the sizes of mesh
shall be regulated within the river. I do
not think I need enlarge onl all these
points. I wish oak' to convince the
House that the fishermen, who have no
immediate personal interest in limiting
the sizes of the mesh and closing the
fishing grounds, nevertheless desire to do
so. Next to the consumer, the fishermen
are absolutely the first people to be con-
sidered. However, it is quite possible
that the defects in the present law can
be rectified, either by amendments% in the
Bill or as a result of an assurance from
the authorities that the defects will be
rectified by regulation. I do not wish to
block the Bill, or to delay the business of
the House. It is clear to me that every
member is anxious to proceed with
business; and though I have data here
which would permit of my speaking till
to-morrow morning. I amt sure that my
speech would not he enjoyed either by
the Leader of the House or by the
Leader of the Opposition. It is under-
stood that time must not be wasted;
therefore I will not oppose the second
reading. The action I have taken is
firstly in the interest of the consumer,
secondly in the interest of the amateur
angler, and thirdly in the interest of the
bonafide fisherman. The greater part of
the fishing industry is in the hands of
aliens, who are working entirely against
the public interest. There is going on an
ajppalling destruction of fish ; and I
think that certain clauses of the Bill will
have a good effect in preventing such
destruction. I will assist the passage (of
the Bill; and I hope to have certain
assurances Later on from the Premier
that due attention will be given to my
recommnendations.

BIB. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
I welcome this Bill to regulate fisheries.
I know it is badly needed, and I support
the second reading. I am rather sorry
that the Bill does not deal more specifically
with certain irregularities. Rather much
is left to regulations to be proclainrd by
his Excellency. At the same time. I feel
sure that the Government will be guided
by their inspector, who is thoroughly
aware of the inconvenience of the Act
under which he has been for some years

adminlistering the Fisheries Department.
Tam pleased to see that, the Bill deals

withI people known as p)oachers in closed
areas. I am somewhat ins sympathy with
the member for South Fremnantle (Mr.

iDiamond) when he say' s it has been very'
difficult to secure convictions. I know
that too much has been left for the
inspectors to prove, when they have
caught in closed waters people with
fisin~g nets and all otlher necessary

apparatus. In the past, the onus of
proof has always rested on the inspector;
consequently, before the justices it has
been most difficult to secuire convictions.
I desire to point out also that in a, large
measure the. fishing *industry' of Western
Australia is now in the hands of
foreigners, mostly Greeks, and their
knowledge of the English language is
very limited, so that before the justices
it is always difficult to make them under-
stand. I do not know whether that has
not been in a large measure the reason
why convictions have been so bard to
secure ; but when 1, as Colonial Secre-
tary, was administering the Act, I re-
coeived numerous complaints concerning
these foreigners as to breaches of the
Act and regulations along the coast. So
far as closed waters are concerned, it is
absolutely necessary that, when a person
is caught with fishing nets in his posses-
sion in closed waters, unless he can prove
that he is only passing through the
closed water fromt his home to where he
is going to fish-and that seldom occurs
-he should be convicted. As the Premier
points out, this puts the onus of proof oil
the poacher and not on the inspector, and
to a large extent it will prevent fishing
in closed waters. Another point that
has raised considerable excitement and
agitation is the net draggia carried on
from the shore. No one knows this
better than the member for South Fre-
mantle. It has been proved to me beyond
all doubt by those who have taken a deep
interest in the matter that net dragging-
has been carried on to a very la'ge
extent by these foreir~ners on our coast,
and consequently we have lost thonsands
of small fish.

MR. DIAMOND : It is going on every
night now.

MR. TAYLOR: When I was Colonial
Secretary, I issued instructions to in-
spectors and to the police to use every



62 6 Fisheries Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] AMeuvance Companies.

effort to prevent the continuance of these
breaches of this Act; but I found out
there was a sort of f reentasonry between
the foreigners ano] that it was impJossible
to catch them. If the 'y did it at one spot
to-night and the inspector was waiting
for them there to-morrow ni ght, they
would be at some other place. It is well
known that as soon ais the inspector
shows his face anywhere near at spot
where a breach of any of the regulations
takes place, signals go along and it is
almost impossible to catch those coin-
mitting the breaches. I hope this Bill
will prevent all those breaches that have
taken place in the past, and that it will
by that means prevent the loss of so
miany of the small fish we have hither-to
lost cwing to the difficulty in catching
those who commit breaches under the
e.xisting Act. With reference to the
closing of Woodnman's Point, I must
give the member for South Fremantle
credit Ever since hie has been in this
House, some five years, on every occasion
when an opportunity presented itself to
speak with reference to the way in which
the fishing industry was carried on, he
has seized it and has endeavoured to
point out to the Government of the day
the necessity' for a closer supervision over
the industry. The bon. niember, in
common with other people at Fremantle,
has urged the closing of Woodnman's
Point because of that spot being a spawn-
ing ground. I went into the matter some
time ago at considerable length, and the
arguments advanced by' the bon. member
and] the petitioners would not hold good
in the face of the report of a committee
of the House of Commons which sat on
this very question, I think in 1896 or
1896. 1 have not the report at hand, but
it is in the Chamber. The arguments of
.all the experts in the piscatorial world
examined lby that committee proved the
contrary to the statements of the member
for South Fremantle.

MR. DIAMOND: There were no Aus-
tralian experts.

MR. TAYLOR: I suppose fish-spawn-
ing and br-eeding is the same in all parts
of the world. I do not k-now. I am not
a fisherman, nor have I had much
experience ; but I felt somewhat in
s , mpathy with the olbjeLL of the
lu-titioners L'.d tried to meet their
wishes; but I round that the whole

of the evidence was against the argu-
mnents advauced by them. I had the
highest authority I could find on the
question. The House of Commons com-
mittee wvent into the matter while a dis-
cussion similar to this was taking place
in England, and it was pointed out that

Fthe closing of areas did not make any
difference. Some of the places mentioned
were closed in the manner suggested by
the member for South Fremantle for a
number of years, and after the restrictions
were remved tile fish had not increased
one iota; in fact, they' had somewhat
decreased. In the face of that evidence,
I felt that I could not grant the request
of the petitioners. I hope the Premier,
when dealing with thme Bill in Committee,
will have that evidence and give us the
value of it. I have no desire to oppose
the Bill, I an) only sorry' that it is not
more specific iii itself. In my opinion, it
leaves gather too much for regulations

1and proclamations. I know there are
many features in the Bill that are a
decided improvement on the Present Act;
and I hope that, though the session is
shor-t and there is a strong desire on the
part of members to get into recess, the
House will pass the Bill and that it will
come into force on the 1st of January.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
recond reading.

Question put and passed.
+ Bill read a second time.

BILL-LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES
ACT AMENDMENT.

SECOND READING.

"HE PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason),
in moving, the second reading, said:
This short Bill, although introduced by

ithe Government. can hardly be called a
Government measure in the ordinary
accep~tance of the term. It is introduced
at the request of the companies transact-

*ing life assurance business in IWest Aus-
tralia, principally in Perth and Fremantle.
One of the main objects of the omeasure is
to protect a life insurance policy against
the claims of creditors after a specific
period in the event of %person wvhose life is

Iassured hecomaing bankrupt. The original
Act of 1899 which this seeks to amend
is basedl almost entirely onu the Southl
Australian Act, and ii, South Australia
they have found it niecessary to amend
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their Act on the lines of the amendment
sought in this Bill. South Australia has
already amended her legislation dealing
with life assurance-and the legi~iatiozi
we copied-on the lines of tbe amend-
ment now sought to be introduced by this
Bill. Not only have we followed the
procedure adopted by the South Austra.-
lian Parliament, but we have also intro-
duced an excellent clause contained in
the latest Queensland legislation dealing,
with the same subject. As the law now
stands, any one life assurance policy is
protected to a certain amiount after a
certain period of years. As the period of
years advances, so does the amount pro-
tected advance also; and that is in regard
to any one policy. To evade that law is
very easy ; because, instead of taking out
a policy for £2,000, one can take out
four policies of £-500 each, and each of
the four policies is protected. We desire
to get away from the necessity for such
subterfuge as that, and also to render
even greater protection to the man who
insures his life for the benefit of those
who are near and dear to him. We desire
that this investment the prudent man
makes for those near and dear to him
shall be as far as possible unassailable.
Trherefore it is provided in this Bill that,
after the expiration of three y'earS. the
policy, for whatever amount, shall beun-
assailable by creditors in the case of the
bankruptcy of the man assured; but at
the same time, justice will be maintained
in regard to creditors, because within
thr-ee rears the amount paid by way of
premium-the sum actuallyI paid out of
the, estate in that time-plus interest at
five per cent., will be recoverable ; and
that, I submit, is all the creditors are en-
titled to. They lose no part of the mone 'y
that has been taken out of the man's
business in order to pay the pre-
mium on his life assurance; but they
gain none of the principal which that
payment attains. In other words, the
creditors lose no portion of the money'
that would have remained in the business
but for the fact of the man having
assured his life. They secure the return
of the amount paid by way of premium
within three years, after which date the
policy remains protected entirely [MNI.
TAYLOR: And the premium likewise.]
It is unapproachable ; no creditor can
approach'it.

HON. F. R. PIESSE: The existing law
is five rears.

THE PREMIER: It is on a sliding
scale. The existing law is so easily
evaded, because it provides that any one
policy is protected to a certain amount,
and a man, instead of taking a policy for
a large amount which would not be
protected undier the existing law, takes
four or five polic:ies for smaller amounts,
each policy being protected. There hats
been some doubt in the past as to whomn
the life assurance companies should pay
the amount assured to, whether to the
administrator or executor of the estate,
or to the trustee in bankruptcy. The
practice they hare followed has been to
pay to the administrator or executor, and

Ithat has been the practice everywhere ;
but in Queensland, as in South Australia,
they have thought it advisable to especially'
enact that these payments stall be vali-
dated in case any question should arise
hereafter; so that in this Bill it is
sought to validate all payments made
by insurance companies to the adminis-
trator or executor of deceased persons.
Again, provision is also made that a
fresh policy may be issued in lieu of
a policy lost or destroyed. This follows
entirely on the lines of the Queens-
land Act; the procedure is far more
simple than under the existing- Act.
These are the three objects for which the
Bill has been drafted. As I said it is
based entirely on the request of the life
assurance companies doing business here,
backed up by what is the actual exper-
encelhere, in South Australia, and Queens-
land. Everyone will agree that the widow
andchildrenof deceased bankrupts should
be pr-otected a far as possible from the
claims of perhaps loquacious creditors;
at the same time provision is made that
no injustice shall be done to the creditors
themselves. This Bill affords protection
to people who ought to be protected, and
renders clear any doubtful position in
regard to the payment of sums to execu-
tors or administrators rather than to
trustees in bankruptcy.

Mu. T. -1. BATI4 (Brown THil) :I
have much pleasure in- supporting this
Bill, because all the world over the assur-
ance which a man effects on his life is
regarded as provision made for his widow
and children after he dies, and in that
respect the provision that protects the

Assurance Companies (19 DECEMBER, 1905.1
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policy from attachment under bankruptcy
proceedings is one that should be com-
mended. While this Bill proposes to
protect the moneys accruing out of the
policy from the creditors and from pro-
ceedings in bankruptcy, it does not prevent
the assured from so mortgaging his
assurance policy that. when hie eapires
the insurance policy' is absolutely of no
use to the 'widow and children, If pro-
tection is necessary in one direction
it is necessary in another. I go so
far as to say the person who assures
his life and who is married should be
prevented from mortgaging his policy in
such a way that it will be useless when he
dies. I commend the suggestion to the
Premier, and while perhaps he may not
be able to insert such a provision in this
m~easure, I would like him to take the
matter into consideration with a view of
bringing in such an amendment at a
later peiiod. If we protect the policy in
one direction we should in another. If
members believe that a policy should
he protected in regard to bankruptcy

procedigs they should favour its being
protete against mortgage. We all
believe that an insurance policy is re-
garded as protection to those whom a man
leaves behind, and we ought to see by
Iezislation that the result is secured.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Interest on assured protected

in certain cases:;
MR. TAYLOR: Members must agree

with the Leader of the Oppos ition that
insurance money should be protected for
the benefit of the widow and orphans
when the husband dies. There should be
some provision to prevent a person in-
suring his life and then Mortgaging the
policy up to the hilt.

MR. HORAN: Such a proposal would.
not be listened to in any civilised coin-
rnunity.

MR. TAYLOR: It might be necessary
to provide that within a certain period,
with the concurren& of those who would
benefit by the policy, money could be
borrowed on it. It might be wise to safe-
guard the policy against the individual.

THIS PREMIER: At a first glance
there appeared to be a good deal in the

suggestion made, indeed it appealed to
him with considerable force, and he
would like to be able to see his way to
thoroughl y protect the persons who
would benefit by a policy of life insur-
ance; hut it was to be hoped members
would not ask him to bring, in an amend-
ment this session. The Bill had already
run the gauntlet in another place, and it
would be impossible to draft a clause
that would effectually attain the desire of
members so as to he included in the Bill
and passed into law this session. The
question was surrounded with difficulties.
There were numbers of peop~le who
had already' mortgaged their lifeinsur-
ance policies, and we could not validate
all those transactions. Circumstances
often arose in which a, man was able to
obtain a considerable advance in his
position by depositing as security the
policy on his life assurance. If it 'was
absolutely necessar-y for a man to obtain
an advance of money, all other things
being equal and if the person who was
prepared to lend the money was satisfied
with the securityv, knowing the man and
having every confidence in him, the very
chance that always existed amongst us.
that of death, would prevent the lender
from advancing the money. There were
many difficulties which presented them-
selves, and lie assured members he would
give the matter farther thought, but he
hoped that it would not be expected of
him to lbring forward an amendment this
session.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 6-agreed to.
Pr-eamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

THIRD READING,

Bill read at third time, and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
Resumed from the previon9 sitting;

A\IR. ILLINGwORTH in the Chair.
COLONIAL SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT

(Hon. WV. Kingsmill, M.L.C., M1inister).

Vote-Office of the Colonial Secretary,
£e7,701:

11R. KEENAN: Whbat was the
ac((ountant's branch whi{'h had been
established for the first time in thin
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office ? Yesterday the Treasurer stated
that although an audit branch had been
established in the Colonial Secretary's
office, no extra expenses had been
incurred, the officers having been taken
from some other department. He wished
to know what department.

Tan MINISTER FOR COMMERCE:
This branch was started in September of
the present year. The question- of
amalgamating the various subdepart-
meats had been under consideration for
a number of years. Prior to the arnalga-
mation there were eight officers solely,
and 27 *others partly, engaged on
accountancy work in the different sub-
departments, at a cost of £2,680. The
rearrangement brought about a saving
of X800, apart from stationery and other
expenses. It had also been instrumental
in causing the Treasury and Audit
Department a far less amount of work
In fact, in all probability it saved the
appointment of an inspector in the Audit
Department. The branch was wvorking
very satisfactorily, and no increase had
taken place in the salaries of those
officers who were transferred.

MR. KEENAN: An increase oF£1I,880
was shown in the Audit Department.
Had there been a corresponding decrease
in any other department IP

THE MINISTER FOR COMMERCE
stated that there was a saving of £800
effected by amnalgamation. Cases in
which the savings were effected would be
found under the different subheads.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS under-
stood that the accountant took over the
subde1 )artments in connection with the
Colonial Secretary. Consequentl 'y a
saving had been effected in the various
subdepartments. Mr. Campbell was the
officer appointed in charge of this
work.

MR. HOLMAN: In the whole of the
Colonial Secretary's Department there
was a tremendous increase in admninistra-
tion alone, in spite of the fact that dluring
the last 'year or so a great deal of work
bus been taken out of the bands of the
Colonial Secretary and placed in other
departments. There were many Acts
now admiinistered hr' the Laboti r Depart-

int which previously' were administered
lw the Colonial Secretary's Department.
lie wvas at a loss to understand why, in
face of the econtomi, required, the cost of

administration of this department in-
creased so much this year. He was not
at all satisfied with the explanation given
in regard to the accountancy branch.

AIR. A. J. WILSON referred to various
pages showing where officers had been
transferred. The increase in this parti-
cular department only meant that the
officers had been transferred from other
departments to do this work.

MR. BATH: The hon. member as-
sured its that there had been a saving of
£800, but this was not evidenced in the
total vote on the Estimates. He would
like to know whether there had been a
saving in reality. To shift officers from
the Colonial Secretary's Department to
some other department, such as the Lands
or Mines or Colonial Treasurer's, was
simply taking water out of one bucket and
putting it into another.

Item -Imm igration, £2,500:

ME. A. J. WILSON: We were entitled
to some statement from the M1inister in
charge of these estimates in relation to
the subject of immnigration.

Tits MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Matters relating to oversea immigration
had been dealt with by the Colonial
Secretary's Department hitherto, hut it
was now proposed that in all questions of
immigration the Colonial Secretary' 's
Department should be responsible for all
expenditure previous to arrival within the
State. At present the money was cut up
into two or three different votes. On the
last Loan Estimates £10,000 was pro-
vided for immigration. The expenses
of the lecturers in England had been
paid out of that vote, also the expenses
of Mr. Wilbur and Mr. Christy in the
Eastern States. It was, hie repeated, now
decided that the totali expenditure outside
the State should be controlled by the
Colonial Secretary and not by three
different departments. When th ree
departments were dealing with the
matter it was rather difficult to arrive
at what was really being spent on immi-
gration. It was now proposed that after
the immigrants arrived, those intending to
follow farming pursuits should be taken
charge of by Alr. Ranford with a view of
settling themr on the land, It was intendedd
that certain areas should he reserved,
land should be cut tip into blorks and
classified, not only for tie benefit of the
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immigrants, but persons inside the State
who were anxious to go on the land. We
had a proposal to clear a certain portion
of this land, and to distribute the
expenditure over a certain number of
years on very much the same lines as
existed in relation to the Nangeenan
district. Up to the present the Govern-
ment had not been able to give sufficient
tinme to the consideration of the subject
to bring forward any matured scheme.

MR. BATH: Last session, Ministers
and their supporters, then in Opposi-
tion, blamed the Daglish Government for
the allegedly inadequate pr1ovision for
innmigration. Now the Minister for
Lands assured us that all the Govern-
mneat proposals were included in this
item of £2,500. What successful
immigration policy could be earried on
with that sum P How far would it go in
bringing farmers from the Eastern States,
or in employing lecturers in those States,
not to mention the securing of suitable
inmmigrants from Britain? WXhat was
the immigration policy of the Govern-
ment ? From what quarters of the globe
were immigrants to bedrawn? Possibly
the zeal of the Agent-General (Mr.
James) sometimes outr-an his discretion.
Onl good authority he (Mr. Bath) was
informned that an assisted immigrant now
at Northam, who hail described himself
as :a farmer coining here to settle onl the
soil, had to aplply for Government
assistance to secure him a job in that
town. Other immigrants, ostensibly
agriculturists, were proved to have no
knowledge of agriculture, they being
artisans brought up in London and
suburbs. Whether it was advisable to
use Government money, to imp~ort artisans
to compete with those wvho already had
difficulty in securing emIp1lent, was
very doubtful. If suitable lecturers for
thle Eastern States were procurable, three
or four should be simultaneous]ly em-
plov, ed. Queensland ]lad by successful
finance been able, without recourse to the
money market, to secure a surplus by
means of which a farming population was
being settled on a large area of land
available in that State. Our late lecturer,
Mr. Wilbur, had described Queensland
as a serious competitor with him.
This State offered to the immigrant
as good oppbortunities- as Queensland.
Though Queensland might have

larger and more fertile areas avail-
able, the price of these was prohibitive as
compared with the price of our lands.
The best immigrants for this State were-
those accustomed to similar climate,
similar pursuits, and similar soil. They
knew exactly what they had to expect,
and the best methods to employ. The
proper policy to pursue was indicated by
the success of the Victorian and South
Australian farmers already settled here.
Though Ministers made a great outcry
against the lack of provision in last
year's Estimates, the total amount now
provided for immigration was only
X2,500.

MR. GULL was fairly in accord with
the views of the preceding speaker. To
spend £2,500 on immigration, without a
settled immigration policy' , seemed to be
a frittering away of money. Such small
suims were wasted, in the absence of, a
scheme for introducing immigrants in
large numbers, instead of three or four
at a, time. But for the fact that much of
this mone,'y was already spent, he would
sooner strike out the item, and let the
Government bring in a national scheme.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
This X2,600 was not the only money
available. Last year £10,000 was voted,
and a balance of £5,000 or C6,000 was
in hand. The loan proposals, under the
head of Development of Agriculture,
would give another opportunity for dis-
cussing the question. This item was
only for passage money.

MR. FOULKES: What aiount would
he placed on the Loan Estimates-as
much as £6,1000 ?

THE MINISTER: Yes.
MR. FouLXES: As much as £110,000?
THE MINISTER: No.
MR. WALKER: These cross-ques-

tions and answers indicated clearly that
thle Government had no fixed iinmigra-
tiol) policy. A certain sum was allocated
to the Agent General, who was allowed
to send us such job-lots of immigrants
as lie could collect. One batch of
Scandinavians arrived. Where were they
now ? Not long ago, the Government
sought by advertisemenit to place them as
farm labourers. This was evidence of an
absolute lc of sy'i stemi and a negation
of policy. There was a charin in the
word " inmigration." What with General
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Booth's scheme and the attitude of the
Commonwealth generally, GJoverunents
had a fad for introducing immigrants.
We were beginning at the wrong end.
Before we brought people here, we ought
to find them something to come to, some
means of livelihood. Hundreds of men
in this State lacked work, and with no
great tuition could become agriculturists.
Settle these on the land ; spend on our
own citizens the money we now spent to

bringf immigrants; and all our peolple
would be in employment. But where
had we lands suitable for settlement in
their present condition? How many in-
mnigrants could be expected to get a
livingr from the soil ? It was no light
undertaking to wrest a livelihood from
somp, of our lands, much self-sacrifice and
siomietimesheavyexpenditurebeingneeded.
Theassisted immigrants had not the quali-
fications of successful farmers. We sent
to Scandinavia, German 'y, aind Italy to
procure docile servants, men accustomed
to other climates and other systems of
tillage; and we expected them in a strange
country to settle down and be happy.
How many assisted immigrants had taken
up selections and had shown good results
for the sacrifice the State had made on
thei r behalf 'e The scheme of imuigra-
tin had no other effect than to secure
cheap farm labour, destitute of the spirit of
independence which, happily for labourers,
was generated on West Australian soil.
There was no symptomn of settlement
arising froma the scheme since it had been
in progress. It seemed absurd that
while Mr. Deakin was trying to encourage
settlement in Victoria and New South
WaT~les we were sending lecturers to those
countries to try and get people to settle
on our lands.

THE Mx1NisTRa FOR LaynTIs :They
could not get land there.

MR. WALKER: There was plenty of
land.

THE MINISTRnt FOR LANDS: People
were leaving Victoria for Queensland in
hundreds.

AlaR. WALKEHR: Were not people
leaving Western Australia in hundreds in
every ship that wvent a'vav ? [MEM1BER:

No.] They wvere leaving for South
Africa because there was no opening
luere.

AIR. FOULKESs: Where were they going
to in South Africa'.

Ma. WALKER: They were going to
Johannesburg, to Cape Town, and to
Durban.

MR. FOULKES: Farning?
MR. WALKER: They were trying to

get a livelihood which they could not get
here; and people were leaving WVestern
Australia for the Eastern States because
they didl not think they' could get employ-
ment in this country. On the goldhieldls
were hundreds of people who would
like to see a future opening bright before
them. While we had strong able-bodied
men who were willing to work in our
midst, why send abroad for more menP
The first duty of any Government was to
s ee that the labour in the country was
absorbed. When wve were cryiug out for
labour in this State, when we had enter-
prises in hand and not labour enough to
complete them, then we would see the
wisdom of not only advertising for men
but paying their passages to bring them
here. But while welhad men here, and the
State had not avenues for them, it was a%
crying shiame to send away for people.
The Minister for Lands had said that
the Government purposed making ini-
provements on some agricultural areas,
to make the land fi for settlement.
That was a wise course, and hie was
pleased to hear it. He would like to
know what district these areas were in.
Was the system to be similar to that
adopted at Nangeenain? Were we to
encourage a system of clearing the land
and then providing the accessories and
lpreliminaries to settlement? If this was
to be the policy (of the Government it
was a wise one, and if generally -adopted
would absorb all the people we had
unemployed. It would take the un-
skilled labour as well as the skilled
lab~our, and utilise all the surplus stock
of workers ; but hie was not sure that was
the policy-o of the Government. This "-as
certain, if we made our lands fit, and if we
got rid of the difficulties that now existed
in the way of selection, if we destroyed
the power of the agents who had misled
so many of those seeking land in the
past, we would not need to advertise for
immigrants : they would conie here themi-
selves. The answer of the Premier to, a
question yesterday showed that there was
no lack of Italian or Glerman inimigra-
tion or alien immigration of any kind,
and some of these immigrants were
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bringing their wives; and if we were to
trust to the information furnished by
the Commonwealth, all these Italian
immigrants had enriched the country to
the extent of £8 per head. The State
did not need to assist these Italians and
Germans. Why assist these foreigners ?
Where was th~e cry for them? Only
because we had land. That land should
be for our own children, our own sons.
Why did not our own sons take advan-
tage of the land? Because the Gov-
ernment would rather give instructions
to the Agent General in London than
furnish information to our own people
close at hand. No assistance was
given them to enable them to become
successf ul agriculturists. The Agricul-
tural Department had hitherto been
administered in the interest of the rich
and successful farmer, and to the detri-
ment of the struggling farmer. We
imported trees from India and rare
plants from India. Where did they goP
Distributed freely and generously or
equally to the farmers of the Stater
THs MINISTER roit LANVDS: It Was

not done now.
MR. WALKER: It had been done in

the past. They had gone to the vine-
yards of Mr. Harper, to the farms of rich
agriculturists; they had gone mostly to
those who were hand-in-glove with the
management of the Agricultural Depart-
ment. Poor farmers could not get them,
and when men had tried to ascertain
where the trees had gone, thiey had been
generously referred to Mr. Harper, who
said if the trees were successful he would
allow applicants to have a sprig of the
trees in years to come. This one knew to
be absolute truth. The Government had
no scheme to assist their own citizens on
the land. If the Government carried out
a scheme and made our own citizens
prosperous farmers, we would not need to
ask people to come from Now South
Wales, from Victoria, or distant Scan-
danavia; the difficulty would be to limit
the numbers. There was no policy of
that kind: it was only applied in a
haphazard manner. There was an invita-
tion for people to come over, and
immiediately they arrived they became an
incubus on the State, cansing the Agri-
cultural Department to advertise for
billets for them. There was no policy at
all; it was sheer waste of money ; it was

Ian insult to citizens in our midst and the.
sooner we got rid of this pettifogging,

Imiserable, mongering way of conducting
the business of the State, the better for
the Government and the people generally.

THE MINJSTLER FOR LANDS: ft
was the intention of the Government to
extend the system that had proved such
a success at Nangeenau. Fle agreed with
the member for Kanowna in certain
respects as to the immigration scheme.
being commenced at the wrong end of
the stick. Land should be prepared
before the settlers were sent out. One of'

ithe first steps taken by the Government
Iwas to reserve a large area of laud in
1the South-West; 60,000 acres had been
reserved at Kojonup, and 40,000 in the
Sou tb-East at Pingel ly. These lands had.
been reserved andn a classification would
be made and it was intended to have the.
land cut np. The officer in charge of the
information bureau would inspect the-
land so as to inform appl ican ts w here the.
blocks were, and be able to place them on

Ithe land. The trouble in the Lands
Departmuent so far appeared to be that
every officer had a general knowledge,
but'very few had definite knowledge.
Men applied to the Lands Department
and were told that they would get land
down the South-West. The man then
went to the land agent and nas not able
to secure the hand, the consequence being
that hie was very disappointed. The.
Government could not remiedy al[ the
evils in a day. It was only six weeks
since the general elections took place, and
the Government intended as far as pos-
sible to get the land ready previous to
immigrants arriving here. In regard to
certain Bills of which notice had been
given that day, the Government had
taken certain steps to reserve the lan d for
10 miles on each side of the proposed
railways to prevent speculative select ion;
and the amending Bill which was in-
troduced the other day' was to stop
speculative investments. The Govern-
ment. had already given an earnest of
their intention to stop speculative in-
vestment and to encourage legitimate
investment.

Ma. FOULKES: Last December the
Government brought forward a prop~osatl
for placing £10,000 on the Loan Esti-
mates for immigration. At that time
the Minister for Lands and h imself were

[ASSEMBLY.] Immigraftan.
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sitting in Opposition with the present
Leader of the Government, and all
joined together to attack the Government
of the day for Dot having a proper
immnigration policy before the Country.
That was the position of affairs at that
time. The then member for West Perth
(Mir. Moran) took a great interest in the
question of immigration, and with four or
five others impressed very strongly on the
Government the necessityv for a, sound
immigration policy. It was pointed out
how wrong and wickied it was to place an
item of that kind on the Loan Estimates
without having a fixed polic 'Y. He
regretted we were still in exactly the
Samte position iii regard to immigration
as we were twelve monthis ago. It made
one almost despair oif any schemes of
this kind being carried out by politicians,
members of Parliament and Cahinet
Ministers. We were in fact in the same
position as ten years ago. When he was
in London last January, be found that
the Canadian office had a staff of 17
clerks, and they had branch offices in
Birmingham, Cardiff, Glasgow, and
Leeds, in each of which places there was
a staff consisting of four or five-he
would not call them clerks, because they
were nearly all Canadian farmers-
whose duty it was to give information to
agriculturists in Great Britain. As a
result of the steps taken by Canada, over
100,000 bad settled upon the land in
Canada last year. The member for
Kanowna, said that this wasol
movement to obtain cheap labour. That,
however, was not the case. We wanted
employers of labour on these farms. We
wanted people not only from Great
Britain and Ireland, but also from Ger-
many and Scandinavia, to come and give
employment to the people here. We had
millions of acres lying idle. Many
people said it was useless to try to get
people to come here, and that we were
net getting the right class. Some mis-
takes had occurred, but it was impossible
for the Agent General, or anybody' else,
to ensure that we should always get the
right type of man. But at least 765 per
cent, of those sent out by the Agent
General would go upon the land and
become good settlers. Many West Aus-
tralians went to South Africa, but had
learned by now that it was useless for
Australians to go there to obtain employ-

ment, and the majority had left. They
had gone hoping to get employment in
the mines ;not to settle upon the land.
There were people who would not settle
upon the land at any price. There were
hundreds of working men in this State
who would not go upon the land. They
did not like the life, and, if they were
willing to go, their wives were not. The
time had come when the Government
must start a proper scheme of im-
migration. Even during the time they
had been in power, there had not been
sufficient care taken in regard to the re-
ception of some of these immigrants who
had come here; hut during the last few

4weeks a change had taken place in that
respect. He did not think they took the
right step in placing the matter in the
department of the Colonial Secretary.
Trhat Minister did not come into contact
with the land.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Immni-
grants would be under the Colonial Sec-
retary's department only till they arrived
here.

MR. FOULKES: There were too many
departments dealing with these immi-
grants. We did not want them seat from
one department to the other. He had
known of cases where the immigrants bad
been sent to the Colonial Secretary's
Department ; from there to the Labour
Department, and then say on to the
Lands Department. They should be

Iplaced under the Agricultural Depart.
m ent. He was glad the Government
were going to make provision for having
an under Secretary for agriculture to beep
all these things in one hand, and make
one Minister responsible for them. He
would like to see the question dealt with
in the samte manner as the Canadian
Government had dealt with it. There
they were dealing with the matter on
business lines. But here every Govern-
ment that came into office was afraid of
placing any item on the Estimates with
regard to immigration. They were
frightened by speeches of the kinid made
by the member for Kanowna, in which it
was urged that we had so many men
walking the streets unemployed. They
were afraid of the cry that we were bring-
ing people from Russia or Scandinav~a
when there were so many people here out
of work. They forgot that the way to
give employment to these people was to
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increase the population, increase the
number of producers. We had too many'
people living in Perth, Fremantle, and
Kalgoorlie. He ivasin South Africa some
months ago, and there he met the Minuister
for Lands, who told him the Government
of the Trausvaal had an enormous number
of applications from agricultural settlers
in Great Britain who wvere prepared to
go and settle there; also that hundreds
of farmers had come out from Great
Britain, including men with large sums of
capital, with £10,000 and £X20,000, who
were prepared to go largely into agri-
culture on proper business lines ; but
unfortunately for the Transvaal Govern-
meat, that Government had no land where
those people could settle, and nman 'v of
them returned to Great Britain. Iunmany
parts of the wvorld there were thousands
of people prepared to settle onl the land,
but unfortunately we did not take the
proper steps to advertise the splendid
land we had in this countrv. When Mr.
LefroY was Agent General-and hie occu-
pied that position for three years-hardly
a penny was spent in advertising Western
Australia. When Sir Ed ward Wittenoom
was Agent General, there was an amount
placed t'U the Estimaites for advertising,
and during that time a. certaiu number
of people did comle to this country. We
could not spend too much upon advertis-
ing this country in Great Britain, and we
could materially help the other States.
People were running away from the Other
States, there bcing no landl for them. As
the member for Kanowna said, people
were going to South Africa; many were
going to Canada, and he knew that very
many were going to the Argentine lie-
public. We had manny railways which
were not paying, the reason being to a
great extent that there was not Sufficient
populaitioin to settle along those lines.
Fortunatelyv, we ha~d a first-class Juan as
Agent General in Mr. James, who was
taking the greatest interest in this ques-
tion, lbut in his (Alr. Foulkes's) opinion

w-Should send more people to hell, him
in Great Britain. He Would like to See
half-n-dozen farmers sent from here to
Great Britain to give lectures and infor-
mnation in regard to our lands generally.
M~any m embers were af raid of a llolic 'v oif
that kind. They would fight and argue
as to whether we should house a few
snalies at the Zoological Gardens; but

when it came to the question of estab-
lishing a scheme whereby we would settle
people on the land, we only found a sum
of £2,500 provided. He regretted the
Government had not greater pluck. He
believed the great majority of iembers
would support them at. all times in Seeing
that a liberal amount was provided for-
an imigration policy ; but it was abso-
lutely essential that, 'first of all, a proper
scheme should be established.

[MR. Hf. BROWN took the Chair.]

HON. F. H. PIESSE: It seemed that
before members could express an opinion
that would carry weight in this matter,
those of them who were not working
farmers should qualify by taking up land
and working the land they wore talking
about. No one was more anxious to
encourage immigration than himself. The
difficulty seemed to him to be that, no
matter how caref ul we might be in regard
to the selection of immigrants, unless we
had suitable land adjacent to the railways
we would have any amount of discontent.
Recently a few imimigrants had been
brought into the country' as the result of
the efforts of the Agent General. He
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) did not care whether
they were artisans, or followed any other
occupation, so long as they had the de-
termination to succeed on the land
because lie had found as good results
attained by men who had never had any-
thing to do with land as, perhaps, were

the individual and the purpose he had,
and on the amount of brain and mouscle
lie brought to bear. As one who had
had a great deal of experience with
regard to land settlement in this country,
lie did not consider the conditions here
were. Similar to those prevailing in
Canada. Thieintroductiono)f immiigranits
to Canada, which had been so successful,
bad been brought about by the facilities
offered to the inunigrants to imediately
take up the land and commence to work
it Without very Much expense; but
throughout Australia generally we could
not work land so cheaply in the first
instance as they could in Canada. The
Canadian country was not covered with
the thick ve.etation we had in Aus-
tralia. In Canada they could break tip
the soil and work it A very little c-ost;
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but here, settlers had to carry out a great
deal of work, before they could real) any
return from the land. Nevertheless hie
preferred the Australian conditions to
the Canadian conditions; because, once
we got over the initial expense, farming
could be made profitable. After all, the
question was what we were going to do
with the people coming here without
means. If we showed hmortmee
land and said to themta ehdgo
laud to thle West of oou, smn
tioned by* the Minister, or to the east of
Pingelly and (otiler places named, no
matter hlow good the land might be aud
how favourable the conditions were in
regard to farning and how successful
others had been, people coining here
could do nothing with it without means.
It was no uise sending them to the
country, because they needed assistance.
The immigranlt could not do the work
expected of him, and, instead of being
anl advantage to the country, he would
become a burden in a sense. Dav after
day farmers had wenl couinn to them
asking for assistance either by way of
employment or by way of ad vice inregard to settlement on the land.
Though we were all so anxious to
see this immigration question car-ried
to a successful point, we must look
at, it as it had not been looked at
before, Considering the changes in Gov-
ernment in this country during, the past
few Years, thmere had not been any oppor-
tunity given to any Government to carry
out a set policy in regard to immigration.
Each Government had brought forward
ideas, but had not been able to carry them
out in any ivar, successfully, nor to formu-
late them, in a practical wayl so as to give
practical results andencourage Par iamett
to vote moneyv for the farther continuance
of the work. Hfe was prepared to agree
to the item before the Committee. It
was sufficient for thle time, because the
policy of immigration was one that needed
to be taken in hand carefully and slowly.
We should not proceed too rapidly With
it. We should obtain the best informa-
tion possible in regard to lands avail-
able and, as suggested- br the Minister,
should Carr-y out some improvements on
those lands in advance of settlement.
We should first of all take the poison off
some of the laud referred to-really
splendid agricultural areas, but covered

with poison-and then we should ring-
bark certain portions of the land which
could be afterwards subdivided and given

Ito bone., fide selectors able to select. it.
But to carry out a lot of improvements
in the preparation of these lands, there
was no knowing how much money we
would need to spend. It would mean anl
enormous expenditure, and then there
would be uumbers of failures among the
settlers. The best people we had settling'
on our lands were the young men and

I farmers from the Eastern States possessed
of experience: hut at the same time, we
were not benefiting Australia as a whole
by taking men f rom other parts of Austra-
lia where they could carry on their wvork
equally well if they had the sameconditions
as we had here. *We were asking them to
come here to the detriment of the other
States. He had frequently said that hep
was not in accord with the method
adopted-going to the Eastern States to
induce people to come here. We were
benefited bjy the system, but it was
asking people to come from another State
to increase our wealth to the detriment

olf .another State. The question of
Immigration was important. No more
important question bad arisen. It over-
shadowed that of opening lip tile country
bY railways; because, after all, mailwavs

Iwere of no use and the land was of no
service unless we could develop it. We
heard much talk albout developing land
and settling people on the land and
producing from the land; but if people
wvent among the farmers and lived among
them, as lie had done for thlirty years,
they would see that many* farmers wer-e
making non-successes, that it wats hard
work fromt the start, and that it was only
those who were determined and of thleIright calibre that were able to succeed.
Unless the people we brought fronm the old
country had means of tiding themselves
over the first difficulties of settlement,
they would be of no service to us for somse
time to come. They could only take
employment on farms and learn thle way
to~ carry on. Then probably they' might
succeed. The people we should induce to
comie here were those with soume smiall
means to make a commencement on the
land. If we would do that we would
succeed, but it was difficult Of attainmrent
at the present time. There would be a,
set-back in regard to immigration if we
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did not watch it closely. Some of the
people wvho had come had been able
to settle on the land and to do well, but
the greater number were walking about
from plate to place looking for some-
one to take them on so that they
could get the necessary experience. In
fact he had an appointment the next
morning with one man who had come
out to settle on the land, and last week
he sent a lad and two men to places,
while every day he received letters ask-
ing if he could give information as to
how people could obtain employment.
These people had no means. The two
men referred to had informed him that
all they had was £60 each. It certainly
was something with which to make a
start, but it was not sufficient to enable
these men to get on. farms and commence
work in earnest. They must first work
for someone to ,gain experience. In
Canada a man could make a start at
once, because the lands were ready to be
tilled; but here the lands must first be
cleared of timber, and our condlitions
were not so inviting as those of Canada.
We should give every consideration to
this question. It was a matter the G-ov-
erment should take in hand. As they
had only assumed office recently, we
should wait to see what they could do by
next session, and in the meantime we
should not talk any more over this
matter, because we had many times
talked over it, and suggested what should
be done. The Government should be
giveu the opportunity to formulate some
practical policy in regard to this ques-
tion of immigration; but it wats all very
well to say this. Those with experience
should make that experience available to
those who sought it, and it might be of
some service to the Government andl to
the officers of the department controlling
this matter which meant so much to the
State. We heard a great deal about
putting people on the land; but before
we brought them out here, we should
have sonic provision~ by which irnn-
grants could be met at7 Fremuantle by
someone wvho would give them infor-
mnation as to where they were to go;
and we should, if possible, commence
in a sm-all way ho settlingi some on the
area. it was proposedl to reserve; lbecause
if they' could carry on successfully it
would be an encouragement t~o other

people to come and would be a benefit to
the country. It was all very well for us
to talk here, but there was a great diffi-
culty to be faced. Any Government
formulating a policy that would be suc-
cessful for our local conditions would be
deserving of the greatest commendation
from the people of this State and of all
the States.

[MR. ILLINOWORTE took the Chair.]
MR. TAYLOR did not desire to speak

on the particular principle of immigra-
tion.- He recognised that the item under
discussion did not touch upon it. It
was an item known in the department
as " nominated passages." The Agent
General had certain powers, clearly de-
fined under regulations, as to how he
could send people out, and power was
also given to the Minister at this end.
The Government had entered into nego-
tiations with the steamship companies
who had given a quote that they would
bring passengers out for the Government
for X7 10s. [Tan MINISTRrn FOR CoMn
MERCE: £6 10s.] Then there had been
an alteration. This sum represented the
cost of the immigrant to the State. It
was desired that these immigrants should
be farm hands. The broad principle of
immigration which was discussed in the
House last year was not touched by this
item. While he was Colonial Secretary,
he had great difficulty in admninistering
the vote judiciously. Our most enthu-
siastic Agent General had been anxious to
send out people under nominated pass-
ages; but we then instructed the Agent
General that it was not in accordance
with the regulations, and we impressed
on him that he (the Agent General)
should not depart fromi the conditions.
He was pleased to say that the Agent
General had acted accordingly, that he b-ad
been besieged by members of Parliament
and citizens desiring to nominate people
to come to Western Australia from all
parts of Europe. but he had acted
cautiously in the matter. Many had
urged on him the necessity' of allowing
friends to come out, guaranteeing that
these assisted people would not be any
burden on the State for at least twelve
months. That was the phase of the
" nominated passage " from beyond the
seas. We had also the system initiated
by the member for Wiest Perth (Mr.
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Illingworth) four years ago, by which a
man could get, assistance to bring his
wife and .Family to Western Australia
from the Eastern States. The system
was that the relative here secured a
bondsman and guaranteed repayment of
the passage money within twelve months,
the Govern menit advancing the s9team ship
fare. Invariablyv that assistance was
gi ven to the people on the goldfields.
When he entered the department he
found outstanding, accounts for years.
In one instance not a single instal-
wient had been paid. He then imine-
diately issued instructions, that the
outstanding instahuents. be collected.
He found great difficulty in havinug those
accounts collectedl, hut he thought that
before he left, office there was only ode,
out of the whole of the negotiations
entered into duringc the period of four
rears, which they failed to collect, and
thakt w-as through an error of judgment
in the signing of thi- bond, He also
instructted the officers of the department
to produce a, monthly return of how we
were getting on with this system. A
monthly return was produced showing
the amount paid in and the amount out-
standing, and we knew exactly where we
were. He supposed the department was
continuing to do that. This State had
lost little or nothing in that scheme df
assisted passages from the Eastern States.
Hle thought th e provision a ve ry good and
wise one, and hoped the Government
would follow it up. In reference to the
arger scheme of immigration, thbat was a
master which would come forward at
some later date. A Royal Commission
waLs appointed,, and the report of that
commission, which gave time and labour
and worked well, had been presented.
He did not see anything in this vote
dealing with that immigration sy-stemr,
and had yet to learn what attitude the
Government were going to take up as to
the larger scheme. This amount was
pturely in regard to nominated passages.
He was sorry the member for Kanowna
had waxed so warm and pointed out
that these people were brought here to
drift on to the farms and afford cheap
labour. Whilst he (Mr. Taylor) was
administering this vote for ten months,
lie was very careful, and refused he
might say hundreds of people who came
to his office. [MR. A. J1. WILsoN : The

hon. member managed to spend the vote.]
He managed to spend the vote, and he
spent it judiciously. He did not allow
artisans to come out, except that perhaps
when he first took office some had come

ibefore he got thoronghly acquainted
I with the conditions which prevailed.

To think that £6 would he an inducement
to a person with capital to come out here
and settle on land was too absurd for
words.

MR. A. J. WILSON: The purpose of
immigration votes generally had been to
bring out a clss of settlers that would
go immediately upon the agricultural
lanids of the State, aud follow up their
avocation. There already existed. within
our own borders large induistrial districts
where numbers of workers were cong-re-
gate.l, and had not the informnation they
ought to lie in possrssioni of which should
ind uce them to become permanent settlers
uponf our ag-ricultural soil, He hoped
the Government would see somethimg was
done in this particular connection, so that.
at any rate information would he placed
before n at rhe timber mills, mnany
of whom had their wives and families
with them, and were only too anxious to
be made acquainted with the conditions
and to have an opportunity of becoming
permanent settlers.

TnnF MINISTER FOR LANDS wafs
pleased that lie had given instructions to
Mr. Wilbur to go to the various mills
and lecture on. thle land question. He
had delayed sendling until after the

*holidays, as the mills would be closed
during that timie.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
*passed.

Vote- Charities, £33,2 77-agreed to.

Vote-Electoral, £8,097:
"MR. BATH had no desire to discuss

this vote at any length. He rose to
suggest to the Minister that the gentle-
mnan who appeared at the head of this
department, the inspector of parliament-

Iary rolls, should be given complete
*control of the arrangements forecompiling
the rolls. He believed that officer was

*capable and industrious, a man who had
a thorough acquaintance with the work
of his department, anad who, if placed at
the heald of the department, would give
entire satisfaction and remove many
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grievances which had been urged in
regard to the con~pilation of the rolls in
the past.

MR. WALKER: The most conispicuous
feature of this vote was the absence
of the person chiefly responsible for the
comptilation of the rolls of this State.
Last Year the Commiftee, apparently re-
fused to vote this gentleman's salary as
Chief Elec;toral Officer; nevertheless he
still continued to perform the duties and
to take the responsibilities of the office.
His positionii ust be discussed at a later
stage; but every miembler of the House
knew from his experience at the last
election, aind from thle public Press, that
this officer, instead of assisting the State
in the preparation of reliable rolls, had
acted detrimientally, and had, one was
convinced, been the means of preventing
the expression of the p~opular wvill through
the ballot box. A dras~tic change was
necessary. Through this vote we could
not reachi that officer, but -we could reach
him through thle next page of the Esti-
rimates. But rather than take vengeance
on hima by reducing salaries drawn under
other headings, would it not be better to
face the difficulty here ? Let the Govern-
inent assure us that in future the officer
would not be entrusted with the manage-
miert of the Electoral Department, if for
no other reason than that his time was
fully taken tip with other duties. Last
night we voted him £550 as' Sheriff,
though he could not find time to fulfil all
the duties of that office. In addition, he
was Comptroller General of Prisons, at a
salary of £250. Possibly he could fulfil
the duties of Sheriff and of Comptroller
General. He was apparently a man of
fair attainments and of apt tastes. But
when in add ition he was placed in charge
of one of the most imhportant divisions of
the machinery of self -government, too
much was imposed on himn, particularly
when he performed the work apparently
for nothing. A man with such pressure
on him in other departments could not be
expected to work for nothing; and this
departmient required the best talents and
all the timnie of a capable officer. The hlead
of this department baA not only to
attend to thle clerical branch, but to
supervise every registrar and every
returning officer throughout. the State,
and to mianage the details of every
general election. We could not expect

that work to be done for nothing; but
eyen if this officer were paid the old
salary, he. could not find timne to do the
work. And if, in addition to his other
duties, he were paid handasomely to do
this work and could find time to do it,
the gentleman in question had not the
temperament fitting himi for it. Mr.
Octavius Burt was a gentleman of strong
prejud ices and remarkable pe~rsoniality, of
an extraordinary individualit'y ; a man
who, like the Commiissioner of Railway- s,
took no greater delight than in asserting
his own self-will. Such a disposition,
backed up by' possible political bias-

Mn. EDDY:- Leave that till we discuss
the question of the compilation of the
rolls.

Mu. WALKER: It was pertinent to
this discussion ; and if omitted now,
there mighlt be no farther opportunity.

THE, CffAIRMIAN: The hon. member
ought not to make reflection on a public
servant.

MR. WALKER: Surely one was justi-
fled in pointing out the defects in a
department under consideration.

TanE ChAIRMAN: To that there was
no objection; but he objected to one sen-
tence, which was a reflection upon the
officer.

Mat. WALKER: The reflection was
u'p~on the officer's character as relating to
the specific work in question. It might
be no derogation to a gentleman's charac-
ter to say that hie was self-opinioniated.
That might be an admirable quality in a
general on the battlefield. It might be
no derogation to his character and no
insult to him -as a man to say that be
possibly had political bias.

Tan CHAIRMAN: Thiat was the objec-
tionable sentence.

AIR. WALKER:- It was part of human
nature to have a bias. Sometimes that
was an honourable quality, and a most
admirable quality so long; as it did not
interfere with thle discharge of public
duties. Whatever political bias hie (Mr.
Walker) had, hie was proud of; but if h le
were in a position to display that bias,
possibly hie might not be the man to
entrust with the duties of Chief Electoral
Officer. There was on record in Mr.
Burt's department evidence which showed
that he had checked Labour in the inter-

iests of the voters of this State, and
Icondoned[ the faults of his officers against
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the interests of the electors. Of this it
was not possible at the momnnent to bring
up the proofs; but he protested against
this officer's continuing in his position,
more particularly as it was plain that the
department could get along perfectly well
without him. if Air. Burt retired to-
nmorrow from the position of Chief Elec-
toral Officer, and were the appointment
given to M-Nr. Daly, the present Inispector
of Parliamnentary Rolls, the work would
be done more effciently, because Mr. Dalyv
could devote his whole time to it, anda
because he was an officer of long; expe-
rience iii electoral miatters --- exp~erience
obitained. in this- Statte. by administering
one of the worst Acts that ever disgraced
our statute-boo0k, the present Electoral
Aol, and hr administering the former Act,
and experience obtained in the electoral
departmtent of other States. Mr. Dal *y.
lie believed,' was a student of every kind
of literature throwing' lighlt upon electoral
matters.

Ma. FouLEFs : Did Mlr, Daly tell the
hion. member to say that?-

Ma. WALKER: Three months agro he
had not known of Mr. Daly's existence,
and a month ago had not seen himl. If
hie remembered ightly, hie had never met
him save at a mneeting of the Select Comn-
mittee on Electoral Rolls, in the presence
of other inemulers of the com)nmittee and
officers of the House.

THE PREFIER : No mnatter if the hion.
member had met him a hundred timnes.

MR WALKER: But none should
insinuate that Mr. Daly was seeking to
have his praises sontudedi. So great was
the prejudice against him (Mr. Walker)
in some quarters, that prais-e from him
m ight be considered by some a condem na-
tion. le spoke from his own observation
of Mr. Daly before the select commlittee,
and from inquiries made outside. '11r.
Daly was evidently a man who could do
his duty. It was useless to have a
figure-head, or a head which might
interfere with the labours of others to the
detriment of the electors. Mr. Burt
should evidently be asked to retire fromn
this position. Such a&request need not
be called censure, for the retirement
would give him more time for his other
duties. The object was not to squelch
Mr. Burt . but to improve the adminis-
tration of the electoral department.
The select committee had not yet reported,

but the evidence, when printed and laid
on the table, would hoe quite sufficient to
justify all he (Mfr. Walker) had said
to-day. and all that hie would like to say
were he given an oppo(rtunity.

MINT. PRICE, could nlot iUliOW the re-
marks of the mnembher for Kanowna to
lpasswithuttcomment. The lion. member
appeared to have been treading on
dangerous ground. Maux of the opinionis
expressed by1 the awfa her for Kalnorun
mnust have been gatheredI through the
evidence given before the select coin-
mittee. which committee hadl not reported.
The conclusions of the committee at the
present maoment were not matters for
puIblic discussion. He dissociated him-
self from any charge against the Chief
Electoral Officer acting from lartv bias.
That question Ui it easzily be left to the
future. Members would see the repirt
of the evidence taken before the comn-
mittee, and could then stts whe-ther there
w as part 'y I'ias or not. The inem her for
Kanow na w axed very indignant when it
was sugguested that lie interested himself
on behialf of the Inspector of Parlia.
menrar v Rolls. Considertion should hie
extended to other people. At present it was
most unfair and most unjust, even in the
remotest degree, to charge MUr. Burt with
party bias in carrying ouri his office.
The Labour pa:rt ' had suffered a severe-
defeat, and someone had to be bla~med.
Mr. Burt might njot be all we desired
as Chief Electoral Officer, but neuibers
should not make hint the scaplegoat for
what were after all the delinquencies of
their own party.

Ms. LYNCH did not go so far as 11r.
Walker ini regard to his wvant of faith in
Mr. Burt's capabilities to fill his office
properly. Mlembers should not attack
public servants in the House when those
officers had no chance of retaliating.
But whaever the member for Kanoirna
had said was from conscientiou's priniciples.
There was nothing4 that would lend itself
to the justification that Mr. Burt had
been completely wanting in h is ability
to fulfil his position. W lien a public
officer was entrusted with an Act which
was uniworkable, certainlyv in the effort
of its working. it mnust reflect seine form.
of discredit on the officer in charge, and
instead of blaming the officer it was our
duty to blame the unworkable Act.
Altbough one was not justified in con-
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deining the officer, he felt that Mr. Burt
was like the fifth wheel in the coach, and
that the Government would be justified
in dispensing with his services and
appointing the other officer, of whom
membhers of the committee bad reently
had a chance of assessing his worth, t o
the position.

Mn. BOLTON: Was any part of the
sum set apart for the eletoral depart-
ment spent in inquiries into the North
Fremantle, East Fremnantie, South Fre-
mantle, and Fremantle elections? The
member for F'remann le who championed
the public officer whose name had been
brought into the debate was the member
who moved the amendment. to the motion
by the member for Mount Margaret, that
the papers in connection with these
inquiries be laid on the table of the
House. These papers were not yet on
the table, and would not be this session.

Mn. KEENAN: EverYone, recognised
the great earnestness tbe member for
Kanow in threw into every question to
,which he addressed himself, and possibly
could make a large allowance for the way
in which his earnestness carried hii
beyond the right limits. Public officers
sho~uld not be criticised on the floor of
the House, if for no other reason than
that they were not present to answer
charges brought against them. lIt had
been said that the Chief Electoral Officer
was the holder of many offices, and
possibly the criticism might be well
founded. It was desirable that a man
should not be asked to do more
than human capacity could endure.
The multiplicity of offices might
render it impossible for an officer
to give a full share of his capabilities to
each of his, offices. An officer in the im-
portant position of Chief Elec-toral Officer
should appear somewhere on the Esti-
mates, so that there could be a proper
criticism of his conduct if necessary. The
discussion seemed to be somewhiat out of
order,, because there was no amount on
the Estimates for this officer. If the
officer was provided for on the Estimates
in connection with some other office held
by him, then it seemed that as Chief
Electoral Officer he was beyond the control
of Parliament, which was an objectionable
state of affairs. It was very easy to make
charges and to sum up a man's character
adversely or otherwise; but there was

somethingniore asked from members of
the House than to say that an officer
was autocratic.

Mu. WALKER: There was proof of it.
MR. KEE NAN: Some people talked

Iabout proof, and when one examined what
was called proof it was of the flimsiest
possible character. He (Mr. 'Keenan)
ojecte to an officer being described in
the way in wh ich t he me mber for Kanowna4
had felt called u pon to describe the Chief
Electoral Officer. THe regtretted that the
words " political bias "should have
been used, although the member for
Kanowna disavowed any intention of
charging the officer'with being swayed by
political bias in the administration of his
office. It wa's to be regretted that the
member for Mount Margaret was not
present, for one would have liked to ask
at whose door the blame should be laid ?
When the member for Subiaco went to
the other States, the Ch ief Electoral Officer
asked that funds might he provided for
printing the electoral rolls. The then
ColonialI Secretary was not in a position to
f urnish the funds, and the Chief Electoral
Officer was told to await the Premier's
return. When the then Premier re-
turned, the funds were not available and
the rolls were not printed. Had the
rolls been printed last May or June there
would have been nothing like the sus-
picion in regard to people not being on
the rolls ; because there would have been
a longer time for all parties to see
whether they were in possession of their
elino(toral rig hts or not. The same
measure of blame should be placed on
the shoulders of those who, after all, had
the final say in these matters; not on the
shoulders of the officer who had to
depend on the approval of a Minister
before he could carry his ideas into

Ieffect. The officer had been selected to
Ibe the scapegoat. of a faulty Act. If we
recognised that the Act itself was one
almost impossible to administer, then
no one party was to blame for faulty
administration, and one individual should
not be selected to carry the blamne of the
mistake.

THE PREMIER : It would be idle to
deny, in fact he was prepared to at once
admit, that. the electoral department was

Inot satisfactory by any means, uor was
the Electoral Act; and it undoobtedly
would be the duty of the Government to

[ASSEMBLY.] Electoral.



Annul Etimtes ~9 ECEBER 195.] Harbours, etc. 6341

endeavour to bring about such amend-
ment of the Act as would be satisfactory.
The intentions of the Government were
to thoroughly reorganise the Electoral
Department. *There'was no necessity for a
multitude of words. That summed up the
position entirel. . The necessity of im-
proveme'nt in both respects was admitted.
He could not, miss this opportunity of
saying he thought with the member for
Ralgoorlie that it was regrettable mem-
bers should take the opportunity of the
Estimates, or indeed the opportunity of
their position within these wall1s, either
to helaud one officer of the service or
belittle another; and certainly it was not
Advisable, nor was it in the interests of
the service, that members, although they
mig-ht be actuated by Ihe best of motives,
.should praise one officer in the depart-
ment at the expense of his senior officer.
It did no good to the service, nor to the
individual officers. He very much re-
.gretted that the member for Kanowna.
should have thought fit to make a charge
of political bias. It was true he said he
only used the words in their Pickwickian
sense; but one thought the hon. member
would on reflection feel that one of the
remarks had been better left nsaid.
Because whatever faults this officer might
have, and we all had our faults, one did
not think it could be justly said that
political bias was one of them. He
believed the officer endeavoured to dis-
charge his duties without any bias,
either to one side or to the other. The
administration of the office in its entirety
-not one officer, but in its entirety-was
unsatisfactory. The Act was unsatis-
factory, andf both must be remedied.
With that assurance he thought the
Committee might well allow the matter
to drop.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote- Fisheries, £2,27.5-agreed to.

Vote-Gnols, £31,495:

Mn~j. LYNCH: On the 31st December
there were 720 persons in gaol. He
wished to knvow why it was there was an
increase of something like ten per cent.
on warders' salaries, whilst the criminal
population wa's about stationary.

Tan MINISTER FOR COMMERCE:
Provision was made for three extra

warders, necessary when additions to the
Fremantle Prison were completed, and

*two extra warders for relieving purposes
were required; effecting a, reduction of
£400 under the item " Officers occasion-
ally employed."
* Put and passed.

Vote--Harbour and Light, £16,095:,
Ma. BATH called attention to the

item relating to the 8.8. Penguin. The
Penguin was an expensive luxury, and he
wvished tc' know how mnuch of her time
was devoted to useful purposes, and how
much to luxutry.

THE PREMIER did not know that
the Penguin was ever enga ged in what
might be strictly defined as a luxury.
She did all the coastal work, which was a
very large item in itself, fromn Wyndhbarn
to Albany, lifting and preparing all the
bearings and looking after the moorings.
There was ample work for the -Penguin
all the year through. It was true that at
a certain season she ran backwards and
forwards to Rottnest, but that was all
business, and could not be classified under
the beading of luxury. The Penguin, its
master and crew, were, he knew from his
own experience, useful throughout-a
useful boat, a useful set of men, and en-
gaged in a useful work.

Put and passed.

Vote-Lunacy, £,22,683:
Mnz. A. J. WILSON asked for infor-

mation in regard to the completion of the
asylumn at Claremont.

THE PREMIER mentioned that there
would be an opportunity of dealing with
the matter on the Works vote.

Item-Bandmaster, £210:

MnR. ED D Y: Was a. band em ployed at
the asylum ?

MuI. TAYLOR: When administering
this department, it was his intention to
urge the Treasurer to allow a larger
rote for p)urposes of this kind. There
was room for the Government to make
arrangements by which a, piano and
musical instruments of that description
could be provided to make the lives of
those in the asylum much more comfort-
able and happy than at present. If
there was not some provision made in
that direction, he would feel sorry. No
matter how bad the finances were, a
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small expenditure of a few pounds in that
direction was desirable. These persons
were a section of the comminunity deserving
of the sympathy of the House and the
State as a whole.

Item-Hal] ])orter, £52:

MR. A. J. WILSON asked for infer-
mnation.

TasE MINISTER FOR COMME RCOE:
This hail porter was needed for attend-
ance required for the new hospital at
Claremont.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-Observatory,, £3,613:
MR. 'KEENAN intended to move that

the whole of this vote be struck out. Of
course Ministers could introduce it again
under Supplementary Estimlates. I!)ut hie
would like to have an expression of
opinion on the part of the House. le
supposed it was not practicable to wipe
this off the face of the Estimates. It
Was, however, money that might very
well be saved . He knew of no particular
good that tile Observatoryv did. It was
possibly of great value to the Eastern
States; and from that point of view, if
the Federal Government were wise, they
might be prepared to take it over. It
was also, no doubt, of great use to the
homle counitry and to the different Euro-
pean States to obtain informattion from
it; but lie failed altogether to see what
its use was to this State. The building
might very well be utilised for some
higher system of education-possibly not
a university yet, inasmluch as our funkds
would not warrant us in going on with
that-or for elementary schools.

THE CHAIRMAN: The lion. uiember
could vote in the negative.

MR. BATH: According to the Stand-
ing Order the member for Kalgoorlie was
in order in moving that the vote be
olinitted -

THE CHAIRMAN hardly thought so.
AIR. A. J. WILSON could scarcely

a-gree with the member for Kalgoorlie..
He knew many people in different parts
of the State to whom the information
sent from the Observatory was of con-
siderable advantage. It was our duty, on
a matter not only of national importance
but universal importance, to make some

contribution for the upkeep of that in-
stitution.

At 6130, the OR1AIRMAN left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Police, £1 26,572- agreed to.

Vote-Public Gardens and. Governament
House Domain, £2,967:-

Mn. LYNCH: Was the item for time
upkeep of grounds, £450, an additional,
expenditure?

THE PREMIER: Last year there
ivere items for the upkeep of public
grounds and grounds connected with
publict buildings, andl for incidental,
indludiug njcclimatisuation, of Plants etc.
That disappeared this year.

Put and pjassed.

Vote-Public Health, £7,547:
MR. LYNCH : Did the item referring

to travelling, expenses include the cost of
the railway fares for the chairman of rte
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Health Boaird
on his visits to Perth Y If so, the
Premier might know that no benefit was
was brought about by such visits; whtile
there was no reason1 why Kalgoorlie and
Boulder should be specially selected in
this regard and other ruining centres of
importance disregarded.

THEt MINISTER FOR COMIMERCE:
During the last few months there had
been occasion to send the president of
the Central Board of Health to Kal-
goorlie on a most important matter
brought under notice by Mr. Johnson,
the late Minister for Works. The expense
incurred had been debited against the
item for travelling and contingencies.

MR. LYNCH: The question had not
been answered. Other mining centres
did not go to the foolishness of sendiag
a man to Perth in connection with health
matters.

THE PREM1IER: The James Govern-
ment did not approve of the president
of the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Local
Board of Health visiting Perth to attend
meetings of the Central Board of Health,
and had protested against the idea, be-
lieving no good could be done by it; but
the people on the goldields had been
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loud in the expression of their desire that
it should be permitted. It was only on a
Wv strong protest and a great amnount
of urging that the Governinentof the day
tlhen consented to allow it. One could
hardly resist a. local demand of that
nature; but if there was no real object
attained by the practice, it would bep
looke d into to see if some alteration could
not he effected.

Ma. SCADDAN : It was quite right
that the people of 'Kalgoorlie should have
some rep~resentation on a board dealing
with matters3 affecting the whole of the
state.

Items agreed to, and the vote passed.

Vote-Reg;Iry, £8,795:-

Item-Registrar General and Govern-
inent Statistician, £500:

Mr. HORAN drew attenltionl to the
excessive delay in connection with the
complilatiou of statistics. The Year Book
for 1903 had been issued, but we were
always a couple of years behind. The
department should be brought uip to date.
Also, there was delay in bringing the
Blue Book up to date. Some members
of Parliament were still alleged to be em-
plo 'yed in departments of the State. The
Blue Book was grossly misleading.

Tnni PREMIER: There might be
sorne delay in the publication of the
yearly hand-books and statistical re-
turns, but it was not the fault of this
department. The returns that were of
practical utility were published monthly,
and they contained a mass of information
,and all that was of vital importance to
members desiring to study the statistics
of the State. If possible, the delay in
the publication of the Year Book would
be remedied.

HoN-. F. H. PIESSE:- The publication
of the monthly statistics was a great
advantage. They contained most useful
information, and if members preserved
themu they had all they desired in the
matter of statistics. Tine publication of
the Year Book could be very well dis-
pensed-with, for a time at any rate.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-A ottnzea Establish ment, £958:

Mn. BOLTON: It was time we did
away with Rottunest Establishment. The

question had been mooted severa] times.
The only pleasing feature on these

I Estimates was the reduction of £33.7 in
the salary of the superintendent, the
explanation being that after four months
the superintendent would retire. He
(Mr. Bolton) would he glad if this
division did not appear on the Estimates

Iat,1l.
Ma. BATH understood that so far as

Rottuest prison was concerned, the
amounts for that were included under
the vote for the Fremantle prison, and
that this particjular vote did not refer to
the penal establishment.

THE PREMIER: As a muatter of
fact, Rottnest rstablishment, as a penal
establishment, had been done away with.
The item for the superintendent was
merely pay for the leave the superintend-
ent was entitled to for his services. As
a matter of fact, the superinltendent had

Iretired on leave already. The item of
£118S on the Estimates was pakyment
made to him on leave of absence.
Medical officer and caretaker were really
the only items that should appear. He
moved _'

That item " Contingencies, £C580," be struck
out.

Amendment passed, and the vote as
reduced agre~d to.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Hon. W.

Kig Mif,.L.0-., Minister).

Yote-Edv cation, £ 15 5,278:
MaI. BOLTON. There was anl increase

of £91,878 over the expenditure of last
year, most of which went towards the
salaries of teachers for the proposed new
schools. How did the Minister dis-
criminate as to the districts in which the
schools should be built'!~ Towards the
end of 1904, application was made for a
school at Buckland Hill, a portion of the

I North Fremantle electorate. A report
was Called for at the time and was
favourable to the erection of the school.
Correspondence passed, and a petition
was sent in to the Minister for Educa.-
tion; and the Minister promised to visit
the district. When the visit took place,
a petition was handed to the Minister,
showing beyond dispute that there wae
71 infants outside the radius of the
nearest school who could not attend
that school in consequence of the dis-
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tance they had to travrel. In the
afternoon, at Mr. Streletz's house, ii, the
presence of the members of the roads
board, the Minister for Education said,
in regard to the application for an infant
school, that provision should be made
on the next Estimates for the biiild-
ing of the school, and preliminary
arrangements were made. A comnui-
cation was received from the Inspector
General of Schools saying that certain
land had been set apart for the purpose,
and asking if he (Mr. Bolton) concurred
in the site. That was on the 13th June.
Naturally he concurred in the site, as it
had been prearranged with the Education
Department. When the change of Gov-
erment took place, it was just possible
that the favourable recommendation of
the Inspector General of Schools was
altered to one unfavourahle. He desired
to find out if that was so. When an
absolute promise had been given by a
Treasurer, it was the practice for a Gov-
ernment to redeem the promise of a
previous Government. The promise had
not been kept, and no provision was made
on the Estimates for the school. The
member for Subiaco, the then Premier
and Minister for Education, said that the
school shousld be provided in accordance
with his promnise'- and if. the present
Treasurer knew that such a promise
existed, lie no doubt would carry* it out.

Tuu MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was no record of a promise having
been made for the erection of an infant
school at Fremantle. Schools were recom-
mended by the Education Department in
three degrees, very urgent requirements,
urgent requirements, and still less urgent
requirements. The very urgent require-
mnents took precedence. According to the
member for North Fremiantle, the request
for an infant school was an urgent
requirement, and as he said there was an
absolute promise., inquiry would be made,
and if it was found that this promise had
been given, the school would be built.

MR. HORAN: What was proposed to
be done in regard to the establishment of
a secondary sy' stem of education? In the
absence of a university, membters should
impress upon the Government the advisa-
bility of providing a sys vtem of secondary
education. The High School was subsi-
dised by the Government, and he would
like the Education Department or Public

Works Department to remove the un-
sightly fence along *Hay Street enclosing
the High School grotis.

MR. BATH: When the Education Esti-
mates camne up for discussion annually
there was no member who spoke on the
Estimates wvho begrudged the mioney
voted for primary education, or the small
amount which th~e Government were abler
to vote for technical education. He
recollected in connection with the draft
estimates which had been spoken of by
the Premier that a considerable amount
was shown in advance of the vote for last
year. not only in the provision for
schools, but for the necessary staff.
That amount had been cut down.
Although there was a small advance in
regard to Government schools amount-
ing to X2.000, technical education wits
pratically left untouched. He was
somewhat doubtful, notwithstanding the
desire to econoinise, whether the amount
voted this year would be found adequate
to meet the growing needs of Western
Australia as to primary education.
There were a great many requests from
various parts of the State, backed up by
information showing that schools were
urgently required. There was a difficulty
for the Minister to discriminate between
the requests made by the commnunity in
different parts of the State; the requests
in the outlying districts should take
first place. In the metropoli tan area and
large centres of population there was
fairly adequate provision for schools,
and perhaps no discomfort was en-
tailed on children travelling beyond
the requisite distance to attend the
schools. Children in the agricultural
districts, goldfields areas, and pastoral
areas who had no school accommoda-
tion had absolutely the first claim on
the Committee for school acconmmoda-
tion and the necessary sAff. The pro-
vision on the Estimates was not adequate.
After all, the net increase was only £1,878,
and when we remembered the increase in
the population was to a large extent made
up of children, and numbers of these
were of the school age and continually
increasing4, members of the Coinmittee
should recognise that the provision was
inadequate to meet the requirements.
He urged the claims of technical educa-
tion. That was the reason, when dis-
cussing the vote last night for the public
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library, the museum, and the vote for the
snlake-house, why hie declared emlphati-
cally that it would be infinitely better to
allow the amounts on the Estimates to
remain as they were, and devote the
increased money to techinical education
purposes. If that were done, it would
be of infinitely greater advantage to the
people of the State and those of our
youth who, having passed their primary
education, and perhaps embarked in life
in the way of apprenticeship to some
tratde, were desirous of perfecting the
instruction they received in the workshop
by the instruction imparted in the techni-
cal education systemn. Even £1,000 spent
would be effective in increasing the
facilities under technical education. He
urged on the Minister the necessity Of
trying as far as possible to increase the
vote in this direction. Whatever one
niight say about the financial c;ondition
of the State, and the need for economy,
there was absolutely no need for economyv
in regard to educational purposes. As
the State developed we would need
secondary education as another connect-
it link in perfecting the system of

education in Western Australia; bat
the secondary education could afford
to wait, while the primary education and
technical1 education could not. Where-
ever we might use the pruning knife, it
was absolutely essential to place the
largest amount possible on the Estimates
for these two items.

THE M1INISTER FOR WORKS: This
question of providing a sufficient sum of
money to afford. primary education for
children was one which gave the Govern-
ment great concern, He agreed that the
first duty of the Government was to pro-
vide primnary education, while secondary
education as a Government undertaking
mnust be dealt with at some future date.
He regretted the Government could not
make this vote much larger. The Gov-
ernment wanted to see schools established
wherever there were children to be edu-
cated, to give them a sound primary
education. That was the aim of the
present Government, as he believed it
was of the previous Government, and any-
thing they could do to farther that end
would be cheerfully done. In regard to
the fence of the High School, the Works
Department had been in comnmunication
with the governors of tiat school with

the object of having the fence removed or
*renewed. [MR. H. B3ROWN: Neither would
do anything. They would refer it back
from one to the other.] It was the duty
of the governors of that school to keep
the fence in order. If lie had power, as
head of the Works Department, to force
them to do it, it would be done. He did
not know what his powers were exactly.

A.R H. BROWN : With reference to
*the High School. it would be a very good
thing if the Colonial Treasurer deducted
the cost of that fence f rom the annual
grant to the school. Neither the gtover-
nors nor the Works Department would
do ainything. 1.ir. Hackett bitterly coin-

*plainied of the condition of Perth, a-nd
of the grass growing in the streets, but
he, as one of the governors of the school,
was miainly respousibli'-at all events for
the grass growing in that portion of the
street. That fence had been an eyesore
for years past.

Tan CHAIRMAN: The Hligh School
did not, come under the Eduational
vote.

M1R. TROY: If less money were spent
on fencing recreation grounds and
reclaiming foreshores, we should have
more money for schools. He knew of
localities were children were growing up
in absolute ignorance. He wished to
draw attention to the railwayv syvstems
and the children living ailong those
systems, residiug in somle instances$8
and 40 miles froni a town. They were
the children of maintenance men, and
had no opportunity of receiving educa-
tion. Surely som-e means miglht be

Idev ised by which the married men on the
railway lIines could be shifted to one
camp, and a teacher provided for their
children. In some localities there were

I not sufficient children to comply with
the conditions for the erection of a
sohool; but lie thought in these (:irctim-
stances provision could he made for the
initiation of a, half-time school. The
teacher could teach there for three or
four months in the year, and. then be
shiif ted to another locality. (Interjection
by the Minister for Works.] It might
obtain in certain portions of the State.
He wished the s ystemn to be extended.
The State had not sufficient competent
teachers to send such to all remote
localities, but he would suggest that the
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Minister should appoint persons capable
of giving to those children who received
no education, at least the primary
elements of education. The former
ineinber for Greenough (Mr. Nanson) last
year emphatically imupressedt this upon
the Government, and gave instances
where it worked well. H-e (Mr. Troy)
knew of instances in which people who
could ill afford it paid £60 or £.70 to
provide means to educate their children.
That was the duty of the Government,
and the sooner the Government, found
these facilities, the sooner would they
earn the gratitude of the people in the
portions of the State to which hiealluded.
He had already made applications for
three teachers.

MRn. TAYLOR urge(Id upon the Gov-
ernment the necessity of supplying the
outlying districts not only on the gold-
fields, but the whole of the State, with
facilities for primary education. Whilst
we catered very well for education in the
central and more flourishing centres of
the State, the outlying places had been
sadly neglected. Two years ago, in a
portion of the electorate which he then
had the honour to represent, and which
was now represented so ably by the
member for Leonora, the people guaran-
teed £50 a year towards the teacher's
salary, and also had to find a school
before the Government would send a
teacher. He had had great difficulty in
other portions within the last year or so
in securin educational advantages to the
children. Half-time schools had been
granted in places where it was necessary
to have full-time schools. So far as those
places were concerned, the Government
had decided to have full-time schools
there now, but that would not prevent
other places from requiring school faci-
lities. There could he nothing more
dangerous to the State than to have
people growing uip in ignorance. Ast4-
tie High School, lie found that the vote
for it camne under a special Act, 61 Vic-,
toria, No. 12, X1,000 being granted. It
was necessary for the Government to take
some steps in relation to that school, for
the results of the school were a scandal.

Items agreed to, and the vote passed.

Mrnxss DEPARTMSENT (Ron. H.
Gregory, Minister) ; total estimate,
£9267,529,

Vote-- Mines Generally, £47,385:-
Trip MINISTER FOR MINES: In

regard to the Mines Department,, I do not
think it is necessary for me to deal with
any statistics. I think the figures, given
the other nig ht by the TreasurerT were
quite voluminous enough, and I can
assulre members there is no need for us
so feel that the mining industry is in
danger, or that in the near future we are
going to have any great diminution in
connection with our mining industries.
One special feature placed before us on
that occasion by the Treasurer was that,
although there had been a considerable
reduction in the grade of ore treated, our
inines were able to show far greater
profit than they had dlone in the past.
The lesson to be learnt from this is that
our low-g~rade propositions, owing to
ouir splendid up-to-date labour-saving
macliinery and tief6il-st-class miiners whomn
we have in this State, can be profitably
worked, I think I am j ustified. in saying
statistics prove that the Western Aus-
tralian miner can do better than the
miner in almost any other country in the
world. The subject was fully dealt with
when the last Mining Bill was before the
House, and I then showed that the miner
here could turn out a far larger quantity
of stone than could the miner elsewhere.
The great lesson those figures teach is
that as the high-grade propositions
become worked out, we shall, without
having- to reduce wages, be able to work
low-grade propositions. There is no
doubt of the necessity for giving greater
security to investors. Fortuniately we
now have a far greater propo~rtion of our
own people working leases than we had
in anyv other period of our history. We
know also bow absolutely im possible it
is for the ordinary prospector or the
ordinary leaseholder to develop his hold-
ing. Money is needed for the develop-
men~t Of a inc; capital is needed for
machinery, so as to enable our mines,
instead of employing six, eight, or ten
men each, to employ them by hundreds;
so that instead of employing 1 7,000 or
18,000 men as we do now, we shall have
at least twice. that number employed in
the mining industry. To attain that
object we must give greater security to
foreign investors. I believe we should
do all we can to induce our own people
to invest in local mining propositions.

[ASSEMBLY.] Mines Generally.
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It is a great pity to see such large sums
of Money going out of the country in the
shape of dividends; yet it seems to me
it will not pay us to allow our mineral
areas to remain unworked. It should
be our object, even if we have to encourage
outsiders to come here, to try to induce
the working of all properties, so as to
find employment for our own people. The
employmenit of a larger number of men
in the mining industry means not only an
increase of the wages fund, but a great
incentive to every other industry of the
State; and therefore I think that no
member can argue against the wisdom of
inducing the investment of foreign capital.
When we ask that such capital shall ome
here, I say it is wise on onr Part to grive
it greater security than it has now.

MR. TAYLOR: What form oif security P
THE ILNISTENt FOR MINES: Iwill

answer that directly. A little while ago
a great stir was made by a speech of MAlr.
Hoover, who drew attention to the neces-
sity for greater security of title, and
quoted the mining laws of America,
pointing out that if we copied the American
law much more capital would come here
for mining development. That is proble-
matical. For my part, I think we should
never even consider the idea of giving
away the fee simple of a mining propo-
sition. Not for one mnoment should we
dreami of handing over the fee simple of
a mineral area,. We know the history of
gold- mining, in Australasia. Consider, for
instance, the mineral areas of North-
ampton, in this State. For many years
it has been believed that good copper
lodes exist there; but it has been almost
impossible to obtain mining rights within
the area held by private owners; and
there is not the slightest doubt that
if we give the fee simple of ourI
miningareas, many people will.,in the worst
interests of the State. shiepherd those pro-
perties and allow themn to remain idle
year after year. In addition to giving I
greater security of tenure, I thinkI
we should give more assistance to the
prospec~tor, and should make special
efforts to induce the formuation of small
local companies. To sum uip my pre-
Ceding, remarks, there are three req uire-
ments which I think are essential to
farthering the indnstry : greater security
of tenure, more assistance to the pro-
spector, and special efforts to induce the

formation of small local companies. in
giving greater security of tenure, we
m ust try to alter the present condition of
affairs. I do not wish so much to alter
the Mininz Act, as to alter the regula-
tions which make it clear that any person
investing in a mining proposition and
allowingy it to remain unworked for aL
sincle day will make it liable to
forfeiture, though he mnay have expended
on it .25.000 or £10,000. In answer to
an interjection the other evening from.
the member for XMurchison (Mr. Holuman),
who ask-ed whether any lease had been
forfeited because it remained unworked
for a couple of days, I can tell hon.
members that within the last month
there have been two instances of recoin-
inendatious of forfeiture for noncom-
pliance with labour conditions. In oneo
instance, the people had held the lease
for about 12 months; and owing to the
death of a partner they were granted
exemption for 14 days. The lease;
remained unworked for three days after
the exemption expired, only one man
being emiployed on the property, and
application was made for forfeiture. The
warden did not imnpose a fine, but recom-
mended that the lease be forfeited.

Mm. TAYLOR: flow mnuch had been
spent on the property ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have not the full report, so I cannot say ;
but I think that the lease bad been worked
for about 12 months. But 1 wish to
show how the wardens have dealt
with some such e-ases. This case was
referred to ihe warden, who suggested
that the lease should be forfeited, but
that one of the original owners should be
granted an interest in the lease. When
the case was referred to me I concluded
that it was not a case for forfeiture. I
wish to put much more responsibility
upon the wardens than they have borne
in the past, and to try to make the
wardens' findings more in the nature of
decisions than recommendations. I do
niot think it right that the warden should
be able to make a recommendation, and
that the losing parties should then come
to Perth with a view to bring influence to
bear on the Minister so as to reverse the
warden's recommendation. I know it
will be difficult to attain my object. I
regret that when f ramning the draft of the
Mining Act I did not make provision for

Annital Estimale8. (19 DECEMBER, 1905,J



W4 Annual Estimates: ASML. insGnrly

an appeal board, so that any person
desiringc to upset a warden's recommenda-
tion could appeal to a hoard of which
the Minister was chairman. Thle special
object in giving the Minister instead of a
Supremue Court Judge the power to deal
with mining anid mineral leases and with
all cases regarding mining propositions,
was that the Minister mighlt consider the
equity of each case, and not its purely
legal aspect. A Judge of the Supreme
Court deals with snch matters strictly
according to law, whereas a Minister for
Mines looks at them in the light of the
policy which we wish to putrsue0, and mnore
especially with a view to doing equitably.
In another case some people had recently
bought a number of gold-mining leases.
An agent for the pur-chasing companies
had to wire to London to ascertain the
name of the company to which the leases
should be transferred. Before doing this
hie had the transfers and had paid the
money; l)ut lie had neglected to apply to
the warden's court for 14 days' protec-
tion. 'Then, about 13 days after getting
possession of the leases, he received
full information as to the transfers, and
on going to the warden's court to com-
plete the transaction he found that
application had been made for forfeiture
of one of the leases, and that the warden
had recommended the forfeiture. There
was, no doubt, absolute neglect on the
part of the agent, in not applying for
protection. Had hie applied to the
warden for protection, J have no doubt he
would have got it. Had hie applied to
me, he would certainly have got it. But
the warden, instead of recommending a
fine more than sufficient to cover the
expense of forfeiture, recommended for-
feiture. If all such recoinmendations are
adopted by tfie Mlinister, there will be a
strong feeling of insecurity as to the
tenure of gold-mining leases.

MR. TAYLOR,: The warden has not
power to recommend a fine.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Most
decidedly he has. But the principal
pullt I wish to make is that the warden
refused to allow evidence of thle working
of the lease. H~e said he could only allow
in that case evidence regarding the plaint
before the court, as to whether or not that
lease was worked during the three days
mentioned in the plaint. I have since
issued a circular instructing wardens

that I desire the fullest information as
to work done on prop rieties the forfei-
ture of which is recommended, so that
before dealing with each case the Minister
may consider the equity of it, and maky,
before either forfeiting or refusing to
forfeit, know whether the holders were
trying in the past to carry out the labour
covenants. I should be thle last to
dream of giving anyone! the fee simple.
I hope we shall never have any Govern-
ment advocating the fee simple of mnining
propositions. I think all members know
how we have fought in the past for the
right to mine on private property. I
hope, sir, that I shall be excused for
dealing with this matter, for I am really
replying to the member for Mount
Leonora (Mr. Lynch), who asked the
other night whether we should be able
to speak upon such questions on the
Es timiates;i an d I pres ume that memnbers
will be glad to know what tme Govern-
ment propose to do, nor do, I think there
will be any other opportunity of telling
them. While objecting to granting the
fee simple on any account, I think we
must try to frame some regulation which
will give greater security of tenure. I
promise lion. members that there will be
no drastic change until we are able to
meet Parliament again; that is to say,
no change with respect to labour
covenants on leases.

MR. ScADDAN: Why any change at all
until Parliament meets P

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I say
there will be no great change against
which goldfields members would like to
enter their protests. I do not think
there will be any very great change.

MR. TAYLOR: YOU cannot change the
Act, save with the consent of Parliament.

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES: But
the labour covenants are a question of
regulation; and changing the regulations
luay make at great difference. It is with
a view to assisting prospectors that I
propose to make a change.. Mttembers
will recollect that seone time ago I
instituted what was known as the pro-
specting area, giving any holder of at
miner's right the privilege of taking up
18 acres of ground, and holding that
ground for a period of nine monthis,
simply on paymient of at small regis-
tration fee, and on complying with
the labour covenants. That right
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was largely availed of; and the last
meeting of the leaseholders and pro-
-speetors' Organisation asked that the
term should be 12 months. The request
was very curtly refused, on the ground
the Government had been losing
much money owing to the facilities
already given to prospectors. I am a
great believer in the prospecting area;
and I should like to tell hon. members
whyv I introduced the tenure. At one
time, when travelling through the Yarni
district, I camne across three prospetors
who had been doing considerable develop-
ment work. I asked them when had
they taken up their lease, and they told
me they had only sent in that day to
take it up. I inquired how they hadi
held it., and was told that one of their
party had pegged out for one week,
another for the next week, and a third
for the following week, and that No. 1
then pegged it out again, and so on ;and
for some months they thus held that
property. At any time the ground could
have been jumped ; and the holders had
no right to it whatever, and could have
been prosecuted for taking it up illegally.
I made up my mind that, with a view of
assisting these people to take up gold-
mining leases, I should bring about a
system of prospecting areas. The rent
and survey fees mean to the prospector
the expenditure of a large sumn of money,
and my desire was to see that this money
was put in the ground, instead of being
paid in the shape of fees to the State
revenue. So 1 introduced thist system of
prospecting areas. I now propose to go
farther. I think we can give a, prospect-
ing area that will last for two years, and
that we can provide that eight mouths'
compliance with the labour covenants in
one year shall he held to fulfil the labour
covenants. Regulations Will be needed
to provide for keeping posters on the area
during exemptions, and for the protec-
tion of these areas; and we should
always retain power to refuse prospect-
ing areas, so that when new discoveries
are made we will not have held under
these prospecting areas too large an area,
which, in the opinion of the warden,
should be held under lease; and we
should always retain power to compel the
holder of the area to make it a gold-
mining lease, if it is sufficiently payable
to be made into one. I think by that

means we will give a lot of assistance to
the small leaseholder; and it will do
away with the feeling that many of the
small men have, that they have, in the
first instance, to pay a large s umi of money
away in the shape of fees to the State.
It would he far better to forego a little
of these rentals to assist these people.
If wve take away these charges and give
facilities to prospect ground without
having to pay high and heavy fees, J
think we will give the greatest assistance
we can to prospectors. Next to that
comes; the battery systern, by which we
give the prospector farther assistance to
develop his proposition. .The crushing
charges have been brought down from
time to time, When T first took office
the charges were fromn 15s. to £1. Now
the rates are from 10s. to 14. according
to the value of the stone. I have given
instructions that we should Wake at 10
per cent. reduction at all batteries on
parcels of 100 tons and over, to try to
induce people to raise larger parcels, and
so that we will not have so many small
parcels to deal with.

MaR. TAYtOR: When will that come
into force ?

THw, MINISTER: A telegram went
away about a fortnight ago giving these
instructions. We are also going to make
reductions of 25 per cent. in our crushing
charges on all stone raised for develop-
mieat purposes.

MR. SCADDAN: Who is going to be the
judge of that?

Twag MINISTER: The battery
manager and the inspector of mines.
The prospectors will pay the f uilfees at the
tfime. Then they will make claims for
rebate, which claims will be sent to the
officers mentioned. I desire to go into
this matter very fully, because a good
deal of development work may be done
in sinking shafts, or in driving or cross-
cutting, which may not yield a t-n of
crushing stone. So we desire to give the
leaseholder who does thia dead work a
proportionate quantity of stone out of
the stope, but this must be below the 100
feet level. I think we can frame a
regulation which will deal fairly with the
State, and at the same time give a special
inducement to the leaseholder to try to do
development work. A little while ago
there was a rebate given at Mulline of 26
per cent, on large parcels; but I cancelled
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those instructions, because I objected to
giving a concession to one place that was
not given to another. The concessions
are to apply to every battery.

MR. TAYLOR: Who gave that con-
cession at Mulline?

Tas MINISTER: It was Mr. Elastic.
MR. Sc&ANr: Was it not a general

concession ?
THE MINISTER: No; it was given

at two places only. It was given at
Yerilla to one man who had a Soz.
proposition, and had to cart his stone
100 yards.

MR. SCADDAN : Did not the i\lirnster
state that be would do it in all
instances?

THE MIN:ISTER: He did not do it.
I can mention some instances where he
did not do it. . An application was made
by Sawyer at Menzies, and it was ref used].
An application was also made by Holmn
at Muiwaric. and that was refused.
Those are the records I have in the
Mines Department. I man quite p~re-
patred to prove my statement. If the
lion. member says it is not correct, I ant
satisfied that be does not know what lie
is talking about.

[MR. ILLINGOOTH took the Chair.]

MR. TAYLOR: Have you the records
with reference to Yerilla Y

THE MINISTER: Not here; but I
think it was in June. I got a telegram
from the Secretary for Mines to the
effect that Mr. Johnson had granted a
special rebate of 26 per cent, to this
gentleman at Yerilla. That is rhe only
instance other than Mfulline where this
concession was granted. I think 10 per
cent. is enough on large parcels, and we
are going to make 2.5 per cent. reduction
in regard to stone taken from develop-
ment work. The next thing I have to
make special provision for is in regard to
water. I do not think too much can be
done by the Mines Department to give
water to these arid districts. Too great
an effort cannot he made. Let us take
Davyhurst. When we had started boring
there, there were only 50 people in
the district, including the boring party.
I spent £12,000 in that district, and the
result has been that we have there now a
population of nearly 1,000 people ; and
we have the Golden Pole mine with 20
bead of stamps, the Waihi with 10 head

of stamps, the Eileen with 10 bead of
stamps, and the Great Ophir on which I
believe 20 head of stamps are being put
up. All these are being supplied from
that water scheme, which has paid work-
ing expenses and 15 per cent, additional,
and they wvould not have been there had
it not have been for this water supply.

IAt Menzies we had occasion to get water
for the battery. The charge for water
was £1 a tho usand .gallons. Now we
charge 5s. a thousand for battery water;

Iand if it were not for- that chieap waler
lsupply I do not think any mines would
Ibe wvorking there. The Cue-Day Dawn
water scheme was also initiated by me,
and those who k-now the district know
tile great advantages that havo followed
on that scheme. At Port Hedlaud good
work was done. I could speak of dozens
of districts. T. have a long list of works
done in these mining districts. One of the
most special things was putting down six-
inch bore holes to make provision for
enabling prospectors to get, out in the
back country. Lately I could not do this,
because the whole of the staff has been in
the nearer disticits endeavouring to get
water supply in places where we have
people. [MnR. TAYLOR :You are boring

I'at Meekatharra.] Yes. I think we will
act a fine supply there. I believe the
large expenditure will be well Jus~tified.
It is to be a big district, that should
employ a large number of people. [MnR.

ITAYLOR: A good poor-mail's field.] No;
I think it will be a field for big mines.

INo doubt the department will be justified
in spending a large sum of money in that
district. Bulong is a special instance.

Frmany years these people have been
Iasking for water. Provided a guarantee
will be given to the department that a
certain supply will he used, the depart-
wient are going to take the responsibility
of pumping the water not only to Buloug,
but to a bill between Bulong and Boorara,
to serve the Balagundi district. For
many years wre have been to~ld that if we
supplied water, batteries would be erected
there. So in any scheme for Bulong we
also must make provision for one that
can be afterwards extended ; and if they
are prepared to provide crushing facili-
ties in the Balagundi district, at little
additional expense we shall be able to
wake provision for water suppl 'y. Thus
we will open up that particular district.

[ASSEMBLY.] Mines Generally.
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I am satisfied. the expenditure will be
warranted, because it has only been on
account of the extreme cost of pumping
water there that tl-c district has not been
opened up before. Many efforts have
been made to get a local supply, but it is
impossible; so) any scheme for Bulong
must also include the lBalagnndi district.
We are also making provision in regard
to Leonora. The people there, after we
found the water for them, are under the
impression that the scheme is too good
for the Government to have, and they
prefer. to make it a municipal scheme.
I would be more pleased for the mnici-
pality to do this work, imstead of coming
to the Government. Tlicrefore, they
cau rely ou every assistance possible
from the Mines Department in connec-
tion with their initial efforts. Special
effort is required to induce capital to
come here and to induce the formation of
small comnaies. I have the best reasons
to do that. I do not fecel too much in-
clined to grant subsidies to do develop-
ment work. I think we can do far more
by lending money to purchase machinery.
We should induce the prospector to do his
own development work, and then stand to
his assistance by lending him one-half
the cost of the purchase of machinery.
Also I think we can do more good for the
future development of the country' and to
induce capital to comec here by a system of
judicious advertising. As soon as I got
into office I gave instructions that every
battery manager and all registrars, in-
spectors of mines, and wardens should
send in reports every three months in
connection with any newv development in
their districts. They were to satisfy
themselves as to the genuineness of the
discoveries, and they were to give full
particulars. About six weeks ago, I for-
warded to the Agent General a big batch
of replies we have received from the
various officers of Ihe Mines Department
throughout the State. These will be
given by Mr. James to some speciallyI ap-
pointed officer in England, anti we shall
endeavour, by having these reports para-
graphed, to try to have publisheQ in
the old country particulars in regard
to these new developments. Thme same
offer should be made here also. I
mnar mention that only to-day I gave .50
sheets of foolscap to the Press of the
State Mining Engineer's report on the

district from Yalgabbi, Kurualpi, and
Thngin, giving the impressions of the
State Mining Engineer of this district.
It will be the duty of the State Mining
Engineer afterwards to go through the
Black Range district and let the country
know what he thinks of the district 50
miles north of the Black Range. We
desire to have the geological report as
far as possible made up to dlate, so as to
let the public have the reports sooner
than they have had them in the past.
The geological report on the Norseman
district has taken nearly two ,years to
furnish. At present it is useless to
us-.andl nothing of that sort must occur
in the future. I do not wish to take tip
the time of the Committee farther; but
I would like to mention one thing in
regard to the discussion which took, place
the other night, and the statement made
in regard to Chiesson and HeYdon, who
it was stated were ref used an advance by
me, and that it wag left to another
Government to *make the advance. I,
and I alone, made that advance to
Chesson and Hey' don. They made an
application to me for an advance of
X2,000, although they could not comply
with the Mining Development Act. I
waived that and allowed them X1,000,
which showed I had some feeling for
them. In regard to the application for
assistance, I wrote this :

I propose sending this application for assist-
ance by Chosson & Heydon for Cabinet's
decision, but before doing so send on to you
for your remarks. I wonld not entertain a
request for a loan of a larger stun than .lOO
for which I think we could only obtain a
second mortgage. I feel very favourably dis-
posed to assist these people, as they are the
only genuine local mine owners in the Mar-
chison fields, and have done a lot to assist
small mnine owners in the Cue district; more-
over, the finding of a valnable reef at this
depth means a great deal for the One district,
and would put new lie into the piaue. How-
ever, I would like you to go through the file,
and let ale have your opinion.

I provided that if there was a discovery
of gold the money, was to be repaid.

MR. 'l'or: Have y-ou paid the money?
Tuts MINISTER FOR MINES: The

money was paid in instalments. On the
27th June, 1904, Chesson & Heydon
wrote:

As we have been compelled to discontinue
sinking operations at the main shaft for the
present, we would be pleased to learn if the
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hon. the Minister will grant permission to
suspend work as the agreement entered into
provides. This step has been forced upon us
owing to the failure of the air compressor,
purchased by us, to keep up sufficient pressure
to drive the necessary niumber of drills to
satisfactorily carry on the work of sinking,
and has caused us to incur a lot of unnecessary
but unavoidable expense, and consequently we
cannot continue until we are in a position to
make farther arrangements.

Then on the 9th December I approved of
the loan so that the work could be carried
out. Au application was made wheu these

-men got to 460 feet, to be allowed to
drive, and I regret to say' that was only
allowed by my successor conditionally on
extra securit 'y being given. I want to
say that I do not think the lion. member
would have made the statement lie did if
be had known the facts of the case. The
minutes are here, and I shall be only too
pleased to let the hon. member read them.
I hope full consideration will be given to
the importance of the mining industry,
and that the money' we are asking for the
development of the industry will be allowed
to remain on the Estimates.

[Discussion ensued on
Estimates generally.]

the Mines

MR. BATH :In dealing with the
Mines Estimates it had been the practice
in the past., and he hopeditwould always
be the practice of the Committee, to dis-
cuss them as fully as possible, because it
was a question of the greatest imp)ortanlce
to the State. We had heard from certain
gentlemen interested in certain directions
in mining development that the industry
in Western Australia was in a stagnant
condition, we were told it was retrograd-
ing, and what was necessary in order to
place it on a sounder fooiting was that
greater security should be given investors
in regard to tenure. WVe were told what
was needed was something on the lines of
the American system ; thnt by doing a
certain amount of work each year persons
held their area, and in a nunmber of ears
they obtain the fee simple. He was glad
of the assurance of the Minister that
there was no intention of attempting to
encourage investors in our mines by
granting the fee simple. There was no
great need for pessimism in regard to
our outlook as far as the mining industry
was concerned, because if we looked at the
returns showing the leases held under

the various Acts contained on page 15 of
the report of the Mines Department, we
found that in 1904 there were 2,668
leases as against 2,672 leases in the year
previous. Although the aggregate was
smaller be believed this was due to
the fact that we. had a much lalrger
number of smaller local companies
and local syndicates and individual
owners operating in the mining industry
than in any previous period of the historv
of mining in Western Australia. People
were in the habit of dealing in a vague
manneor with what they were pleased to
term the mining resources and the great
extent of the gold-mining country. He
had heard the same thing, in speeches by
members of Parlianien t in the Eastern
States, and We had seen the same thing
recorded in the newspapers and in annual
rep)orts. He had heard in New South
Wales the vague and ela stic- statement that
the gold-bearing territory' of New South
Wales extended front the Queensland
border to the Victorian border, and froni
Broken Hill to the western watershed of
the great dividing range. That was; true;
it was also trute practically of every other
country in the globe. the gold-bearing
country extended over wide areas, but we
knew, as the result in New South Wales,
that in all these countries after all the
proportion oif profitable mines was rather
a small percentage in comparison with
'he total itrea, and we could only expect
the same in Western Australia. When
speaking of the extent of the gold-beari ng
territory we could expect to have but a,
small proportion of profitable gold-wining
in a district. So in Western Australia
while we might think and regard the in-
dustry as not making as great strides as
we were anxious and might hope for,
still we must recollect that the world
contained very few Kalgoorlies, and all
the' prospecting development done was
not likely to disclose mining fields of the
greatness and extent of the East Cool-
gardie field. He was doubtful as to the
Jr9position of the Minister for Mines
that it was necessary to make amend-
ments in our mining legislation or regu-
lations, in order to encourage the invest-
inent of capital. Hie bad a lively
recollection of the Minister's remarks
when introduciing the Mining Bill into
the House. The Minister invited the
mild criticism of Mr. Morgans, then.
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member for Coolgardie. The Minister
spoke of the fact th at the Mines Depart-
ment had been asked to grant leases here
with fewer restrictions and with greater
security of title. The Minister then
said :

That is the cry from the people at home,
and what we may term the capitalistic section
in this House, that we should grant a lease
with less restrictions and greater security of
tenure. Now I cannot understand why the
capitalist should be afraid of his tenure. If
he looks back into the past history of mining
in Western Australia, [ do not think he can
point to many occasions on which a bane fide
mining company has lost its property through
any trifling failure to carry out the mining
conditions. I do not know ofmasingle instance
where a bone ficte company has lost its property.

He went on to speak of the necessity of
labour covenants and of their being
p~ractically' the quid pro quo that mining
companies gave as a return for permission
of the State to exploit the mines. H~e had
no desire to do any injustice to the
Minister. If we wanted to find concrete
examples of the opinions of the Minister
as to what should constitute the tenure
of a mining lease in Western Australia,
we could not do better than refer to the
provisions of the Mining Bill. To a
large extent that would bear out what
hie bad stated. The Y met with the
agreement of members in the House,
especially the members on the Labour
bench. Perhaps the .Labour members
wanted to go farther than the Minister
did in some instances.

THE DUNISTER FOR MINEs: The right
to demand exemption, for instance.

Ma. BATH: But after afl they gave
a considerable amount of assistance in
passing the amending Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR MiWaS: Was that
so ?

MR. BATH: We found as the result
that a provision was mnade not only for
application for exemptions being hieard
and granted on good reason being shown,
but also for exemption by right after the
expenditure of a certain amount of
moneyv, and the provisions not only
applied to companies but to small co-
operative parties of working minerS.
There were also provisions by which when
the labour conditions were not observed
a fine should be imposed and*forfeiture.I
In the course of his remark "-h e Minister
pointed out the necessity for a provision

in order to prevent the shepherding of
leases and other gold-uiining properties
in Western Australia. Since then if
the Minister could point to any case of
hardship which had arisen from the
operation of the Act, he (Mr. Bath)
would agree that there was necessity for
amending it, but he could not admit that
according to the case that he had quoted
it was proof to the House there was
any necessity for amendment. The Min-
ister had pointed out that in order to
give security to those investing money,
and in order to encourage the inflow of
capital into this country, there must. be
amendment. Had there been any great
increase in the investment of capital as
the result of the amendments that had
been madeP He had only to call the
Minister's attention to the alterations
made in the Victorian and Tasmanian
Mining Acts in the same direction. When
Mr. Irvine framed his so-called reform
Government in Victoria lie stated that it
was necessitry to remove the restriction
of the labour conditions in Victoria to
such an extent that there would be an
inflow of capital into the country. The
same argumient was used in Tasmania,
but had this resulted in the other States ?
They had had mining depression, and not
the consequent inflow of capital and not
any farther investment. As far as New
South WVales was concerned, while there
might be labour conditions in the mining
laws there was no observance of them.
In New South Wales companies took
leaseholds and held them for rears with-
out doing anything. As far as the coni-
ditions were concerned they were liberal
in the extreme, yet New South Wales
had no inflow of capital and no great
investments, He (Ur. Bath) came to
the conclusion that there were other
reasons operating- than these conditions
,which mnilitated against the inflow of
mouev; nor did he think we had to look
very far for them. It was only necessary
for any member of the Committee to read
the report of the Royal Commission in
connection with the Deep Levels scandal
and the Boulder Perseverance case to probe
to the hilt the reasons that operated to
prevent investment in our mining industry.
He had a lively recollection oif the large
numbevr of leases taken up in the early
development of these fields. As far as
Kalgoorl ie was concerned and time co u ntry
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around that centre, if in 1896 they had
placed men on in comipliance with the
labour conditions for the whole of the
leases taken up in that area, they wvould
have had to employ 19,000 mten'in that
centre alone. We knew that the great
majority of leases were held for specula-
tive puirposes only. /fhey were "wild

eats " in the true sense of the term ;and
many thousands of investors iu the old
country rued to this day the fact that
they were induced to invest in mines in
Western Australia. Those who had been
most active in proinnlgating' the lie about
labour were the people who covered up
their own sins by using this as a stalking
horse to delude the investdrs in the old
counitryv. We should devote our attention
rather to trying to prevent such things
from being consummated in the future,
and we should thereby inspire more
confidence in Australia ainongo English
investors than by any amendments we
made in the direction of liberalising, so
called, our ininhg conditions. The hon.
member had referred to the necessity of
encouraging the prospector. Everyimem-

- er desired to give encouragement to the
prospector. hut what we wanted to see
was that it was the genuinie prospector
thai was encouraged, and not any person
mnasquerading under that name. Would
the Mfinister give us his assurancfe that it
would hie a prospector's area, pure and
siiupie, that would be allowed to he held
for two r ears, and not a proposition
taken up by an individual or a mining
Cthtnpan , which perhaps had been held
Iprevioulsly? Unless we made a distinc-
tion it would mnea-n that we were onl v
providilng facilities fur shepherding our
mnng areas.

TasE MINIsTER: How could they do
that with the labour covenants? The
labour covenants would have to be coin-
plied with for eight miouths out of the
rear, and the warden could insist upon
the areas being taken up as gold-rninifg
leases or be forfeited.

Mn.. BATH: If those safeguards were
taLen they would to a great extent pre-
vent shepherdilug. Every encouragenen
should het given to the genuine prospector
in this warv, that he should not be called
upon to pay su rvey fees and rent of the
lease until he- had had somne tinie to
develop the lease and if possible recoup
himself for the outlay. Members on the

Opposition benches would give every
possible assistance in that direction.
Then in connection with State batteries,
he believed the failing wats not any want
of liberality on the part of the State in
relation to time charges for crushing, hut
rather the slipshod umethod in which
thle State battery sy ste M was adinnistered.
We had innumerable eases where indi-
viduals, parties, and small sy ndicates bad
gone into different mining districts and
taken up properties where they knew
there was perhaps a quantity of stone or
a p~ortion of the reef which wazs niot taken.
out, which was a payable tiftig; and
they had taken that out and put it
through the State battery, availing
themselves of the reasonable charges, and

* had then gone to f reshl fiel ds. It wats ntot
t niningdevelopment, to run State batteries
at a loss in order to allow mnen to do that.

*It was no encouragement to the mining
industry. [THE, INITERU: There were
not many of them run at a loss.] We

Ihad a report of the Department of Mines,
which indicated that they were running
at, a loss. 'The balance-sheet showed it
loss of £132,819. [THE MINSTER:
'Would the hon. ieinber take. muchL
notice of that?] If a report of the
Departmient of Mines was not a. relialle
document, it should be ; and if it could
not he Made at reliable document it was
no use to place it on the( desks of mieat-
hers.

TuE M5iNrsTER would deal with that
when we got. to "1public batteries,"

Ma., BATH believed thore was greater
necessity for an inmprovemuent in the
method of adniinisterin- the State
batteries than for a, general sli pshod
reduction. in the charge for crushing. 'in
regard to local developmnent, hie was glad
tie Minister was going to use every
endeavour to encourage it. We wanted,
if we possibly could, to encourage the
iInvestmelnt Of local capital in) our mining_
propositions, beca use wha~te'ver resul ts
then accrued, whatever profits were
earned, would be spent within the
country, and. it was encoura~ging to find
that there wvere greitter developients in
this direction. On the Kalgoorlie field,
foi- instance, we had a number of pro-
positions which-at one trme were held b~y
alien comupanies, whose nominal capital
was very large, but whose working capital
was very small. These comipanies finally
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abandoned them; but to-day those pro-
positions were being worked profitably
and finding employment for a large
number of men, under the guidance of
the local companies. There were the
Devon Consols, Golden Ridge, Brown
Hill, and others which were being
operated by local companies and syndi-
cates, and wero being worked successfully.
He noticed to-day that a prominent
mining man from Victoria declared that
so much of the profit of our- mining
development was going outside the State,
and he made some reference to the neces-
sity for increasing the dividend tax. He
(Mr. Bath) was not going to propose any
such stringent metwure as an increase, of
that tax, but he would be prepared to
support a reduction in the dividend dut
on profits earned by local companies
He believed that would give a stiulus
to local development. There was another
matter to which he would like to refer.
last year-he believed it was during the
term of the predecessors of the present
MAinistry-an arran)gement, was made by
-which there was a reduction in the
charges of the Coolgardie Water supply
for low-grade propositions. No doubt
the object was very laudable, but it had
been brought under his notice that the
operation had worked a certain amount
of hardship in different directions. For
instance, a syndicate working a low-grade.
show, through the fact that they haid no
office expenses and no directors' fees-

'AR. EDDY called attention to the state
of the House.

it. ScAnnAw: The present state of
the House was an absolute disgrace when
the Estimates wvere being gone through.

MA. EDnv withdrew the call.
MR. SCADDAN then called attention to

the state of the House.
Bells rung and (liorumi formed.
Mai. BATH : The reduction in the

price of water for low-grade shows had
not operated as well as it should, and
there was need for some slight amend-
ment. Those syndicates which had no
office expenses and no directors' fees were
perhaps able to work low-grade proposi-
tions at a slight profit, whereas on the
other hand a company working perhaps a
hig-her-grade. proposition. although a low-
g"rade proposition, was from the fact of
having those expenses able to show a,
loss.

THE M1INISTER: The Goldfields Water
Scheme deemed a low-grade proposi-
Lion any mine of which the value of
the ore was less than 8 dirts. 'Whether
it paid profits or not did not come into
the question.

MR. BATH said that the good
results expected from the operation of
the mining development vote had not
accrued to the extent anticipated when
the Act was introduced. Of course good
work.had been done. In some of these
cases the companies bad been enabled to
make good development, to convert
prospecting shows into payable proposi-
tions, and to repay the money advanced.
After all, he believed. greater good could
be done by assisting the prospector in
the first instance byv liberal conditions,
by giving him an opportunity to develop
his show, without at first calling on him
to pay the rent and the survey fees. lIt
was very necessary in the administration
of the State battery department, the
mining development vote, ad the ex-
penditure of money generally under the
Mlines Department, to see that it was the
genuine prospector who was encouraged;
not the bogus prospector, and not the
syndicator or those who held their
properties merely for speculative pur-
poses~ aind not for mining development.

MUa. KEENAN. There seemed to be a
general objection to those who took an
unduly pessimistic; view of the minfing or
other main idustries of the State; but
to take an unduly optimistic view was
equally dangerous, for not only were
those misled who were guided by i he
optinfisg, but in the long run the truth
Must come out, and thie Falsification of*
optimistic prophecies had a bad effect.
In tie Budget Speech the Premier's
reference to the mining industry was
very optimistic. It Was sorelyv absurd to
talk of the output without considering
that in almiost every' case the output was
secured by increasing the number of
stamps oin mines which had existed for
years. The outpust was noti-maintained by
a, large number of wines, each (:ontribut-
ing a moderate quantity of gold, l-ut 1w
a few great propositions, each lhavin~ a,
far larger mass of machinery than was
possessed by mines in anyv other part of
the world; and moreover our Mines we6re
producing at the highest pjossibte rate.
If a 10-stamp mill on a mine were in-
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creased to a 20-stamip, the output would
be doubled, but the mine would not be
improved. To take the production as a
guide to the state of the industry was
fallacious.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES had pointed
out how cheaply low-grade stone could
now be treated.

MR. KEENAN: No doubt low-grade
stone could now be treated more cheaply;
but that was due to the advancement of
mining science, and unfortunately, especi-
ally in Kalgoorlie, the low-grade ore was
now found in mines once famous as high-
grade propositions. The Ivanhoe, now
treating only 13-dwt. ore, used to ti-eat
1-oz. It was foolish to think that the
industry was flourishing because such
mines could treat low-grade ore and show a
profit. We must find new mines in place
of those fast necaring the end. Many
large mines now at work would in a few
years be missing. In the last five years,
how many mines were found to take the
place of mines that had closed down?
A membler referred to the Golden Pole.
Whatever might be the worth of that
mine, it was the only mine opened in the
State during the last few years, to take
the place of mines that must soon cease
to exist. Therefore, if the Golden Pole
were worthless, so much the worse for
the wining industry.

-MR. TAYLOR: it was a wild state-
ment that the Golden Pole was the only
new and valuable mine.

Mn. KEENAN: Possibly the hon.
member would tell us what other mines
had arisen, and what was their produc-
tion. The Minister properly pointed out
that it was necessary to encourage local
investment in mining. The member for
Brown Hill (Mr. Bath) suggested that
encouragement be given by reducing the
dividend tax on local mines. That
reduction would encourage the mine after
it reached the paying stage; but encour-
ageinent was needed before dividends
were available, for then the burden of
taxation was most severely felt. The
Minister should tnake a definite proposi-
tion as to the kind of encouragement to
be given to local companies. There was
some difference of opinion as to whether
security' of tenure was adistinotencourage-
ment to mining. He (Mr. Keenan)
believed it made a great difference. A
man would not invest in a haphazard

speculation unless the apparent reward
was great and the apparent return
immediate. Generally, therefore, it could
not be denied that mining investors
would be encouraged by a more secure
title. This was not a party question, and
should be a matter of compromise between
Government and Opposition. In the
past, holders of leases, or their employees,
were required to occupy the ground for a
certain time in each year. This was a
pure time test, no inquiry being made as
to the work done. It was sufficient to
prove in court that certain mnen were on
the ground on certain days. Abolish this
time test and substitute a work test,
the holders or men employed by them
being required to do SO much work in the
year; and if the work was finished in six
months, the workers could take a six
months' holiday, or could work as wages
men elsewhere. The record could be
easily kept in the warden's office; for
even now the work done had to be
recorded, though the record had no
effect on the tenure.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: There was
difficulty in computing the work that
should b~e done.

Mu. KEENAN: Admittedly, o~wing to
varied conditions. But mining boards
should be appointed throughout the gold-
fields, to fix the standard of work for each
district, and if necessary on appeal by
the owners for each mine. The difficult v
could be removed by decentralisation.
There was a growing feeling that mining
boards were necessaryv. Every Govern-
ment had attempted unsuccessfully to deal
with the difficult question of assistance to
prospectors. In the past the Government
provided camels for men who roamed
through the country at a breakneck pace
without restriction as to direction. True,
they sent in returns to the Minister; but
their efforts were necessaril y inefficient.
Better give each party for a limited timie
a certain area not kno wn to possess pay-
able mines, or at a reasonable distance
from payable mines. If a party were
allowed to prospect a, given area only,
the search would be nearly exhaustive.
They merely' broke the stone on the
surface and, if they did not get a good
colour, left for the next goldfield as,
rapidly' as their camels would carry themn.
The next stage was when the prospectors
got out the gold easily obtainable in the
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soft ground near the surface. The mnost
important stage arose in the development
of the deeper levels. The Minister
suggested giving a large reduction in
crushing charges when the stone was
produced below 100 feet. It wvould be
dangerous. In some districts the oi-
dised ore went bi-low that depth, in other
districts it would not reach that level.
The Minister Should Make the reduction
apply only to sulphide ore. [Mnt. GULL:
Or water level.] That would not do.
There were mines where the sub-
phides absolutely outcropped. Sulphide
ore was more difficult to mnine, and it
was the class of ore we desired the pro-
specto .r to develop and to make some
attempt to bring within the limits of
working miners. With regard to the
public battery system generally, the
Mfinister had not touched on a serious
matter. These batteries in many cases
represented discarded plants thrown out
on the scrap-heap and held by second.
hand dealers until no one but the
Government would touch them. Re
knew of a battery discarded 10 years
ago, sold for £220, painted up by some
dealers and then sold to a. small com-
pany for its paint. The company
going bankrupt, a paternal Government
then stepped iii and purchased the
plant; yet it was expected that a battery
of that kind should be economically
worked. To-day our gold-mining led the
world so far as economical treatment was
concerned. We had demonstrated, not so
much by having large batteries, but by
having large boxes and heavy stamps and
by running under certain conditions now
well known, that we could reduce the
actual cost of crushing to probably 50
per cent. below what was accepted four
years ago as the minimum. Then why
should the Government not follow this
example? Why should they erect public
batteries that would be absolutely
laughed at and discarded by the weakest
syndicate carrying on gold-mining in the
country ? He echoed the Minister's
remarks with regard to the need for pro-
viding water, but he regretted that there
was a decrease on the Estimates of
£915,780 for water supply.

Mn. TROY : The Cue-Day Dawn scheme
accounted for that.

THE MiwrnnTE: The money was to be
expended from loan.

MRa KEELNAN: The item " Waterlog
places on Goldfields road " had been
reduced 1wy £1,000.

THE MINISTER: There was to be no
reduction in the expenditure. This was
only in wages.

11R. KEENAN regretted that an item
of this sort in a matter properly em-
phasised by previous speakers as most
important was not to be kept at the
same amount as last year. As a matter
of fact, prospecting Of the back country
had been blocked for some ti me past by the
absence of water supply, probably acceu-
tuated by the exceedingly dry season;
but there had been very little attempt
to assist uature by getting supplies
where, if they existed, profitable prospect-
ing could be carried on. In regard to
making the warden's recommendation
practically a, decision, he did not know
that it would he a welcome change. As
a rule the warden was a man selected for
administrative work, and not for his
qualities in a judicial capacity. It would
be better that in the ease of a forfeiture
of a lease there should be some person of
a higher standing in the State who
should take on his shoulders the blame
or credit of the warden's decisions. If we
merely put it on the shoulders of the
warden, we would have it said 11I could
not help it; so-and-so did it." He
would rather have the Mlinister respon-
sible. The Minister also suggested an
appeal board ; but this would necessitate
a great change in the Act. When the
Act was last amended, power was given
to appeal on the merits as wvell as on law
points. It was now proposed to con sti-
bite some different tribunal, possibly
not consisting of any of the tribunals
of the land, but of men entirely re-
moved from the administration of the
law. He would not like to see such
a course adopted. Litigants in. most
eases demanded that the final court
to determine their claims should he
the highest legal tribunal in the
land. At present there was no appeal
in the case of a forfeiture, but, he pre-
sumned the Minister would make the
proposed court of appeal a general court
of appeal on matters arising under the
Act. Thus the Minister would add
largey to the expenditure by having men
of high calibre to act on the court, or it
would lead to a very unsatisfactory state
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of affairs by haviug Men of little know-
ledge as -the final parties to determn
rights of, perhaps. a most valuable
character. The Minister had not men-m
tioned the size of the 1)roposed new form
of prospecting areas.

THE MINISTER: Eighteen acres.

MR. KEENAN: When pegging out
new country, 1.8 acres was sometimies far
too little to allow a man to take up. It
was impossible to locate the run of the
lode in new country. If a man knew
exactly the strike of the lode, 18 acres
wouild be ample; but on arriving at newv
country everything was ai. blind proposi-
tion ; and after pegging out 18 acres, the
prospector might be entirely outside the
ground containing the valuable portion
of the lode. We should not encourage
,thc prospector to be continually changing
his pegs. We should give a man a liberal
area and make it- a condition that in six
or nine months he must reduce his hold-
ing to a smaller area,. If we desired to
encourage prospecting, we should not do
it in a half-hearted way. We should be
sufficiently liberal to induce every man
to go out to try his fortune in the
development of the mining industry.
Regarding, advertising and sending round
State officers to report, while that wras
advisable, it should be done with the
greatest caution. Nothing could be
more deplored than that State officers
sbould commit themselves to an opinion
that might afterwards hie found to be in-
correct. It was very easyv to err in regard
to the value of a ine. illen of the greatest
experience dlid it; and if State otfiers
were to mnake a mistake by taking too
hop'ful a view of circumstances, which
opinion would be published broadcast,
what would he the position of the State
if it turned out that the report was
almnost fallacious P There was. great
danger of the State's credit being in-
volved if the State officers were to ronunyt
themselves to opinions which would be
used for advertising purposes. Experts,
in giving opinions on mines, knew that
they -were. giving them to persons who
understood the 0risks and that they
were allowing for p)ossibilities; butthe
general public took what was stated by
the State offluer to be absolutely gospel.
In one case a. State officer had sbcie
his name to a report which appeared in a

prospectus. That was the Peak Hill
prospectus.

THE MINIsTER hiad] not suggested any-
Ithing of the sort, but was only talking of
general information regarding a district.

Ma. 'KEENAN: In that case probably
the officer had not prepared the report for
the purpose of the prospectus. e could
be assured that Minling 13en1 would have
the greatest pleasure in advertising a
district if their prospects were realised;
and those who read the advertisement
possibly thought in somne measure it was
a State gruarantee. That dauger existed
if we allowed a free hand in advertising
opinions forine4 by' State officials on
casnal visits round the country. In con-
gratu lating the Minister on the very active
interest which he personally took in the
mining induistry and the administration
of the department. hie felt sure the Min-
ister would recognise that the criticism
which those who sat opposite, to him,
himself and others who caine from the
goldfields, felt it their duty to offer on the
department was not in any sense a re-
flection onl his personal administration
nor in any souse derogatory to the
great merit he could claim for the work
done for the mining industry. It was

Ialways more pleasant to say things that
were nice than things that were the re-
verse. It was our duty to criticise -the

1genera! proposals made as to the mining-
industryv with a view to improving it, and
h le hoped both sides of the House, if
possible. would snake a. serious attempt to
arrive at a coueensus of opinion LO make
the future of the mjining industry that
which everone hoped it Would arrive at
and mnaintain for years. to come.

Ma. WALKER: What struck one
as most valuable iii the speech of thle
niemb(er for Kialgoorlie was the recog-
nitionl of the fact that the futture of the
iudustrv in this State must depend on ouir
own citizens. It was a mnarvellous thing
to him that for so long this wealth
should have been at our doors anid we;
should have heen depending alisost ab)so-
lntelv ill foreign capital for its develop-
menut. He would like to k-now what steps
could and would be taken for the, purpose
of induingiv our own citizens to enter into
those enterprises for which the Minister
proposed to give greater secrlity' in soume
manner or other. The security offered to
the foreigni money-lender, whaftever its
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nature, -would bring no more capital into
our State than the amount of gYold we had
easily workable would warrant. He quite
agreed with the Leader of the Opposition
that all the abolition of labour clauses, all
the new regulations, the fixity of tenure
in any form, would not induc-e capital to
c-ome here, unless the gold was plainl 'Y
discernible and easily procurable. WVhat
bad drawn capital to our shores' 'We
had bad more geld than New South
Wales. That was why we had mnore
mining comipanies in a flourishing state,
because our gold was easily accessible,
and because we had the facilities. for out-
put. Whilst that was so, -we need not
for a moment consider the fori gncptl
ists. Capitalists would come here and
invest money if they could get a quid pro
quo in the Shape of dividends. W"hat we
had to do was to assist our own workers
to discover new mines, as the member for
Kalgoorlie said, to replace the mines that
were being worked out. We must assist
the prospectors, and he rejoiced that tile
Government were following their pre-
decessors in taking Steps towards assist-
ing the prospectors. Here was another
suggestion and a valuable one, but not a
new one, made b~y the member for Kal-
goorlie, that in all mining districts mining
courts should be established nut for the
purpose of hearing appeals or for taking
the matters dealt with in the miners'
courts before them, but where practicable
to deal with the prospecting vote. In the
hands of the Government in the past,
the prospecting vote was indiscrinminatelv
administered. In some eases there
might have been genuine assistance
rendered to genuine prospectors. - There
ought to be in every mining centre a
court to deal with this matter, where
those asking for assistance should have
their cases heard and dealt with accord-
ing to the merits, where they were known.
There had been prospectors receiving
Government pay who bad spent all their
prospecting money in the public-house,
and all the prospecting they had done
had been in the depth of a beer glass. It
was the men who developed the7 country
who required all the attention that w'e
could give, and whilst the Minister paid
attention to giving security to the British
capitalist, the rich man, be asked that
a little attention might be given to
the poorer man. tile man who had no

c;apital to advance in developing the
gold in the earth. Only a few weeks
ago a new r~ush Occurred along the fire-
wood line. A number of alluvialists
pegged out claims there and got gold,
and the matter was proceeding satis-
factorilY when a member of the timber
company in that district happened to
learn that there was a reef there, deeper
in the alluvial workings. lie applied tu
the warden for a lease over the hleads of
the alluivialists who were working their
temporary claims, and the warden gave
a lease to the newcomner, to the interloper
-that was alL hle could be called, and no

Iword could designate him except that of
ju~mper. Hie intended to give notice of
some questions to-morrow in regard to
this miatter. He knew there were legdl
points about it, but, this clearly show ,ed.

Ihow necessary it was to turn our atten-
tion to .giving some security to the
workers, the alluvialists, those who really

Iwere the discoverers of the gold; the
jackals, in many instances, for the British
capitalists afterwards. Then, again, lie
was pleased to See that there was to be
an increased expenditure on public bat-
teries.

MR. Taoy: No; a reduction.
TiE MINISTER: A sum. of £20,000

last rear; £,.30,000 this.
MR. WALKER: There was Tess.

'There was wore in adinistration-that
was the point that struck him. Let
members know somethingc about these
batteries. What had been said by the
member for Kalgoorlie was perfectly
just. Absolute rubbish, as far as reports
lhad reached him, bad been purchased up
the country. Old iron, merely scrap-

Iiron, had been purchased. as public
batteries. It was a perfect disgrace.
We wanted these batteries to be used
for development purposes to assist dis-
tricts. where gold could lie procured and
crushing facilities could be given. In
the Minister's electorate, the batteries
were so thick that if a horse rani awayv he
could not get far without humping
against One Of these batteries. There
were other parts of the gold-bearing
areas where batteries were required. A
battery was wanted at Broad Arrow.
Undoubtedly, there wvas need for one
there, as payable gold was found. These
batteries should not be fixed in one
area. Let every gold-beating dis-
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trict have its proper share of them.
There was nothing disbionourable or
wrong in such a. course. Ouir object
was not to develop the gold in any one
particular spot to the neglect of others.
Where payable gold could be found in
the country a battery should be erected,
and "if we eduld replete the depleting
population of Bardoc, Broad Arrow, and
Paddington by the erection of a, battery
there we could bring hack the population
who had deserted the claims because it
did not pay to cart the stone for crush-
ing. Would that not be a benefit to the
country ? It was in this respect that
mining development could be genuine
and good for the country. On the whole
hie felt gratified at the suggestions made
by the Minister, who was evidently
taking an honest course for the pur-
pose of developing the mining industry.
certainly some of his propsas would
require very careful consideration when
they came before the House in any
improvement of the Mining Act, and
certainly great care would have to be
taken in the interim in the framing of
regulations. As far as he could sde,
there seemed to be an honest attempt to
push on the mining industry, possibly to
the neglect of the small miner and
prospector; still on the whole there
appeared to be an honest attempt to push
on the industry, and now all we had to
hope from the Mlinister was that the
schieme he hiad outlined and the proposals
made would be honestly, generously, and
fairly administered throughout every
g~ildfield in the State, and no one
particular locality obtain a monopoly of
the blessings lie had promised.

Mat. LYNCH congratutlated. the Mn
ister for Mines upon his lately developed
virtue of copying a good example. In
regard to these Estimates generally, the
sum total gave hope that the present
Government were inclined to more liber-
ally eneourage the mining industry than
anyv past Govern ment had done, with the
solitary exception of the one which pre-
c;eded it. The Minister referred to a
staement by a speculator who onl~y
lately' left our shores. He (M.Nr. Lynch)
did not see the grreat necessity of paying
so much attention to utterances of these
mnagnates. We should get on just as
well irrespective of whether the statement
111A le totitained any threat or otherwise.

But supposing we took this gentleman as
faithfully interpreting the feeling of
foreign capitalists, it was just as well to
consider for a momnent how capital was
faring here, and to see how it fared in
the great republic of America. The
editor of the -Economist referred to the
State of Colorado, which supplied about

Ione-tenth of the gold output of the
world, and specially alluded to the treat-
ment capital was receiving. It was set
forth that lodes of the value of 60s. per
ton were actually passed by on account of
the local conditions; and that being so
we must come to the conclusion that
Western Australia, possessed many ad-
vantages, advantages much greater in
every respect than were to be found in
other countries, even where a freehold
title obtained, as in Colorado. Th--re
were, however, many English companies
working at the present time at Colorado,
notwithstanding the disadvantages which
existed. In this State mining companies
were served by a railway system without
being called upon to provide a sinking fund
on the capital outlay, whereas some com-
panies in America were served by private
railway companies which made every
effort to see that the capital was repaid
or included, in order that they might be
able to square the finances at the end of
their term. There was also water supply,
which was provided in Western Australia
on a scale most liberal in character.
There was the goldfields water supply,
which supplied the greater part of thie
mines, [Lud the mies, were not called
upon to provide a sinking fund. There
were these two great services in vc-
lation t.i which the industry was not
called upon to provide sinking fund on
the capital account, this being a clear
advantage over what capital experienced
in the Amnerican republic. Iu regard to
the Estimates there was a diminution on
the mining vote of £18,000. It was
thelsseven tocopare the outlay' during

thelas seenyears in order to show
what was done last year by the Labour
Administration. The ai-tual] expenditure
in the year 1899-1900 was £91,000,
1900-1 £92,000, in 1901-2 £101,000,
in 1902-3 X1 19,000, in 1903.4 £189,000.
anF~d 1904-5 £257,000. [THfE JJifsTER::
T his yea r --;] £2 67,009 was the estimnate.

IThe ictual mining expenditure in 1899
was 3-4 per cent. of the total actual cont-
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solidated revenue, next year 3-2, 1902
3t04, 1903 3-3, keeping almost a, dlead
level, 1904 513, and in 190.5, namely last
year, it jumped up to 7-1. This rear
the proposed expenditure was 7-3, or in
other words a slight fraction ahead
of the actual percentage of last year.
[Tax MINISTER. There was a lot of
savings this year.] The hon, mem-
her was referring to the £17,000 at
flay Dawn, which after all could not
strictly be apart from the sum total for
the encouragement of the industry, The
Great Fingal was supplied through the
agency of that expenditure, (THE
MINISTER: That was; money borrowed
from the Savings Bank. it was 'not
expenditure from revenue.) The Great
Fingal and other mines of the neighbour-
hood were supplied with water by the
State. just as water was Supplied from
the Men zie-4 dam and the Davyh urst dam.
The Menzies dam supplied the Lady
Shenton. [THE MINISTER: In one Case
the water was supplied out of revenue.
in the other out of the Savings Bank.)
That did not matter as long as the pur-
pose was the same. The wining industry
was Stimulated by the expenditure of the
£E17,000. which was afterwards returned
before the financial rear was finished, and
the 7-1 compared very favourably with
the estimated amount by the present
Minister of 7-3. In regard to State
batteries the figures showed an increase
of £P17,180, but there was an actual
decline of £789 as compared with the
expenditure of last year. Last year the
present Minister was very- much con-
cerned about the low amount allocated
for public batteries, and it was, a pity he
could not live up to his promise now he
had a chance. One supposed the hon.
gentleman had to live according to his
mneans. [TaxE MINISTERL: There was a,
big increase.] In regard to the purchase
o f ore from the Phillips River district the
Mfinister had found it necessary to revise
his opinions of last year. [THE MINI-8
TER: Not at all.] He proposed to cut
down the vote of £30,000 to half of that
amount. (TE MxA INISTRa: The previous
G'3overnment did not spend the amount
onl the Estimates, namely £30,000, but
only spent £14,494.] There was an
explanation of that also. rTns MINISTER:
Yes.I The smelter was not in shape
until some nionths -after the ]Estimates.

The one item of regret was the decrease
of £15,700 in the water supply. Certainly
this Day Da~wn item came in again, but
the amount was £13,988 less than the
expenditure. When we considered the
present sad plight that so many back-
country places were in for lack of water
it was regrettable that a more liberal
allowance had not been made. Many
mines were actually shut up for want of
water, and men were out of employment.
IIn regard to mining development there
was no increase of the £,7,000, and hie
thought it would be advisable, if it had
not already been done, to abandon the
policy of past years of subsidising pro-
speciing parties and use the money for
purchiase of boring plant and in striving
to find if possible the continuation of those
lodes known to exist in deep country.
That would be the most economical
method of developing the mining industry.
In no ease had the large expendture on
Government camels loaned to prospecto rs
resulted in the discovery of aL field or a
mine of any' note, though private parties
had made some valuable discoveries.
Devote more money to boring, and to the
exploitation of established outcrops. The
item clerical assistance showed this year
an increase of £150, though there were
some reductions in temporary assistance.
Would the Mfinister make some pro-
nouncement as to the reduction of cyanide
costs and the battery charges for ores
under Sdwts. ? The salvation of the
industry depended on the successful
working of low-grade mines. In the
back country were well-defined ore
bodies Just outside the pay limit, and
the difference of ldwt.-Ss. or 4s.-
made the difference between the successf ul
emplo *yment of a number of men and
their being left in idleness. If the
public battery system was to be farther
suibsidised to work shows now unpayable.
the subsidy might well be increased by
£1 0.000.

MaR. TIRO Y con gratu lated t he M inis ter
on his speech to-niaht. Someofithese votes
showved increases in cost of adminis-
tration, whereas man 'y d evelopmen t i tem s
showed an estimate lower than last rear'.
It was re ' rettable that a Minister pro-
fessing such interest in the industry'
when Mr. Hastie was Minister for Mines
did not provi de for mining develop-
went the sums be then thought necessary.
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Still, the Minister had gne farther in
this direction than the former Govern-
ment in which hie held the same port-
folio. The increase of £450 in head-
office administration was regrettable and
surely unnecessary, particuflarly when
the public battery system had been
long enough in vogue to permit of
a decrease in administrative cost. The
salary of that estimiable officer, the Gov-
ernment Geologist, was to be increased
by £ 25, in spite of the state of our
finances; and the Geological branch
showed an increased expenditure on ad-
ministration of £266.

TIRE CHAIRMTAN: The Geological
branch was not before the Committee.

Ma. TROY:' This year members hoped
for a decrease in administrative cost, the
money saved in administration being
used in mining development. Last year
the expenditure on the erection of State
batteries was £33,A9; this year the
estimate was £30,000.

THfE CHAIRMAN: State batteries were
not under consideration.

Ma. TROY: Considering the necessity
for opening up mines by public batteries,
the failure to provide more mnoney was
regret-table. The Minister said lie had
authorised battery managers to make re-
ductions of 10 per cent. on crushings.
over 150 tons. Did this apply to all
grades of ores?

Tu MINIsTRR FOR MYINEs: Yes.
Ma,. TROY: That was a rather liberal

provision, benefiting some mines well
able to pay the ordinary crushing ratea of
10s. to 14s., which some low-grade mines
could not afford. The reduction should
be wade, for the present at least, to none
but low-gradle mines, leaving the higher-
grade propositions to pay the existing
rate while their ore was easily procu rabl e,
as it must be in parcels of 150 tons.
D~eeentralisation was needed in con-
netion W~ith public baLtteries. It was
hard to c.ontrol the 'batteries from
Perth. -Battery' managers should have
more power and more responsibility' .
In the case of a breakdown or othhr,
emergency, the muanager should hamve
power to apply the necessary remedies.
We should then have fewer- stoppages.
In. his own district batteries were often
idle for three or four weeks at a time,
waiting for communication with Perth
and1 then for material to effect repairs.

Who was resp)onsible for the purchase of
old batteries P The M inister could not
personally make the purchases ; and the
officer who gave wrong advice should be
taken to task. The method of purchase
needed the most searching inquiry.

TnE: MINISTER FOR MINES:- That
would be miade.

Ala, T It 0Y: The Minister, at a
meeting of the prospectors' aSSOCiation,
favoured an inquiry into the public
battery system; and during the no-con-
fidence debate of last session, main-
tained that such inquiry was necessary.
Let him adopt his own suggestion, and

Iappoint a, Royal Comnmission; for there
was much dissatisfaction regarding the
battery system., which dissatisfaction
would not be removed without a radical
alteration in present methods. An in-
quiry by a commission must be held, so
that the Minister might have the assist-

I &nce of the commission's report. He did
not desire to have on the comimission
any persons who did not understand
mining, nor did lie desire to see members
of Parliament on it.

THEs CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not discuss a proposed commission.

Mu. TRO - Mention had been made
of assistance to prospectors by allowing
prospecting areas without the payment
of rent or survey fees. He would sup-
port this; because it would give a bova
fide prospector the opportunity of work-
ing for wages for four months. of the
year, and so gaining sufficient. to tide hint
over until he could develop his property.
To the proIposal to allow privileges to
prospectors according to results he could
not give support. It was suggested that
this matter should be left to mnining
boards ; but these boards would be elected
from the people in the locality and they
would be susceptible to local1 influence,
while they would not give any more
attention to the work than was gi ven nlow
by the advisory boards which had been
formed in many places. The time of the
Minister would be taken up iu dealing with
appeals fromn the decisions of the mining
be irds just as much as if he had to deal
with the matters himself. With refer-
ence to the transation between the
Minister and Messrs. Chesson and Hey-
don of Cue, he (Mr. Troy) had not said
that the Minister kept them continually'
waiting until hie was out of office, but
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that he was under the impression they
bad not received at satisfattor 'y reply
from thc Minister. He still held that
opinion; but if he were wrong, he Would
have great pleasure in withdrawing the
statement and in regretting that be had
made use of the remarks. However be was
aware that the late Premier (Mir. Daglish)
when on the Murchison had been aip-
proached bybMessrs. Chesson and He 'ydon.
It might have been in connection with a
second grant, but it was given in a very
short time. Greater assistance should be
given to prospectors to develop below
Water level. -%r. Hastie had given a
grant at Mulgabbie wvhich was of great
assistance in the developmuent of that dis-
trict; also the grant given to Ohesson and
Hey' don had acted heneficially and given
the Cue district a distinct impetus.

THE MINISTER: There was also an in-
stance ait Bulong the other day.

MR. TROY: In Cue to-day the pro-
spects were brighter than they were for
some time previously. He urged expen-
diturein providing, water supply to enable
prospectors to rech the back country,

$and suggested putting down bores in dis-
tricts where auriferous country was known
to exist but which prospectors could not
get at. The Lake Earlee district "'as an
instance. It was known that gold-Ihearing,
country existed there, but the prospectors
could not touch it because of the fact
that water was not avaihible. 'thlenmemnber
for Kialgoorlie had said that outside IKal-
goorlie no mines had been opened, with
the one possible exception of the Golden
Pole at flavyliurst. The hon. memnber's
experience could not extend beyond Kal-
goorlie; otherwise he would know that
in many portions of the State a consider-
able number of mines had been opened
up. To-day the mining industry on the
Murchison was more prosperous, and had
a more promising outlook and a brighter
futore. At Black Range two years ago
Mr. Hans Irvine, of Victoria, had pur-
chased a mine for £10,000. Now, after
two -years' operations. he had obtain(-d
gold from the mine sufficient to recoup
him for the cost of purchase of the prop-
erty and machinery, and for the whole
of the working expenses, and to enab~le
him to set aside £10,000 as a reserve
fund, and to pay Xl0,000 in dividends.
That was indeed a satisfactory* develop-
ment. The development at Meekatliarra

during the past two years had been very
satisfactory. There had not been a
development of such a satisfactory nature
in the same period in any, other part of
the State. The Salisbury mine at Cue
and the Vivian mine at East 'Murchison
were other instances of development. He
was very optimistic regarding the mining
industry. There were many localities
where the prospects were not too bright,
but they ivere compensated for by the
developments in other localities. With
the due assistance of the State-(Ttir
MINISTER: And confidence] -lie re-
membered the Minister having said
that investors were leaving the State
because the Labour Government were
in power. The condition of the in-
dustry had not been due to any
Government, but because at one time
money' was invested without any re-
gard to how it was spent, and more
often people lost rather than gained by'
the expenditure. Mr. Govett had recently
said that there was any amount of money

I for investment in our mines, but the
capitalists must be assured that the uinues
were worth investing in. More pre-
cautions were taken to-day in purchasing

Imines. He (Mr. 'lro ' ) hoped, for thec
good of the mining industry, that these

Iprecautions would be continued, because
then we would only have our best mines
Heoated, and that would be better for the
development of the mining industry.

Ma. EDDY congratulated the Minister
on his honesty of purpose, in reference to
the big task before him. It could be
safely' said that the mining industry was
in good hands, and in better hands than
it had been when in the hands of previous
Ministers. There Mwere one or two little
suggestions he desired to make. The
survey fees were too high. A concession
had been made within the last year or so
regarding rents, so that the cost was uow
5s. per acre to a party taking up at lease.
That was a. very' good concession, but it
was being given in an unjust manner.
One found that a party of p~rospectors
took up at lease in Novemuber or December,
and were forced to pay the Same amount
of rent as if the lease had been taken up
in January. [THE MINISTER: That Was
to beamended.' There was &not herpoinut
that was to be considered on behalf of the
prospectors, A party of prospectors
taking uip 18 or 20 acres of laud were
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called upon to pay the whole rent. It was
fair that they should be allowed to pay
their rent half-yearl ' or quarterly. Some
reference had been made to Mr. Hoover,
the representative of Messrs. Bewick,
Mioreing & Co., as to what should be done
or not done in regard to the mining
industry. We could give credit to Mr.
Hoover for offering some 'valuable
information. He (Mr. Eddy) was not
altogether iii opposition to Mr. Hoover
in reference to his ideas and suggestions
as 1o giving prospectors their leases two
or three months of the y ear and allowing
them to go back again. What we had
been fighting for on the fields in the past
wits giving too much exemption to many
of the leaseholders, believing too much
shepherding was bein~g carried on.
Therefore be was not in favour of Mr.
Hoover's suggestion in that direction.
One thing suggested to him was that
Mr. Hoover and his pebple (he did not
know whether he was criticising them too
harshly) were throwing out suggestions
as to what the prospector should do b)'y
way of opening up good shows for these
capitalists to purchase later on at
a low price. One promise made by
the Minister for Mines and one of
the most valuable in reference to
the mining industry was the boring for
water in the districts of Cunnanalling
and Jouydie Hills. There was a big field
of gold unworked because there was
not water to work the mines. The Car-
bine mine was only able to crush four
hours a day for lack of water; and he
was told that an offer had been made for
that mine of £80,000, showing how
necessary it was to have water in that
district. In reference to local companies,
a good suggestion had been made and
ought to come into existence. If these
companies were to be provided for and
assisted in the same manner as the agri-
culturists had been helped from time to
time, it would be. a good thing. The
genuine prospectors should he on their
leases, and money lent to them, when it
was proved that they were deserving of
the loans; for often small syndicates
had taken on shows which they had]
worked for some time and unfortunately
had to throw up just on the eve of
success, after many months of hard work.
The member for Brown Hill suggested
that aid should only be given to those

prospectors who were prepared to go o1)
to new land. That would not he a fair
proposition. There were many fields and
many shows that had been passed over
time after time and to-day were very
payable concerns. In cases like t hat the
prospector should be helped. The lion.
membler also spoke of the losses at baLt-
teries ; that must be expected. Many
men took up low-grade shows and
brought out crushings fromt 20 to l00
tons, and at the battery found they
only returned two or three pennyweights.
In such eases the loss should be borne by
the batteries. Public batteries must
be expected to bear a burden of that
kind; they were better able to do so
than the men who had worked the
shows. A loss of that kind should not-
be looked upon as some mem berg viewed
it, but should be regarded as an invest-
ment that might come back two-fold
later on to the State. All these cases
should he dea'lt with on their merits, and
in the capable hands of the Minister he
thought they would be dealt with fairly.
Aid to prospectors and the extension of
the battery system had been touchedon
in His Excellency the Governor's Speech.
Members must not lose sight of the fact
that we must treat all this expenditure
as an investment, and if we laid out
£20,000 no doubt it would come back
later on to the State. Let all sides
recognise the value of the mining industry
and the great assistance it would be to
the State at large.

MR. HUDSON approached the Mines
Estimates with considerable difficulty,
for the Minister for Mines, during the
course of the debate, had referred to the
fact that the Loan Estimates were not
brought down with the ordinary Esti-
mates so that members of the Committee
might have before them the whole of the
proposals of the Government regarding
the expenditure on the mining and other
industries. In reply to other observa-
tions made from the Opposition side of
the House, the Minister said that certain
things were provided in the Loan Bill;
therefore the proposals in the Loan Bill
should be before members when consider-
ing the Estimates in chief. He regretted
exceedingly to find that in the general
totals there was a decrease in the
intended expenditure. He wished to
emphasise the decrease in reg-ard to
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water supply. This 'ras one of the
essential features on which the Govern-
ment could assist the prospector. No
doubt prospectors had been assisted
by the present and previous Govern-
meaits, and they should be, because they
were the pioneers of the industry. It
was by the prospector we hoped to
Succeed in that industry and extend the
mining fields throughout the State in the
way the member for Kalgoorlie said had
not been done.

THE M1INISTER had not dealt with the
various departments, only with the
general question. He would deal with
the items when we came to them.

MR. HUJDSON:; In regard to the
decrease in the amount proposed to be
expended on water supply, the Minister
had said the vote was reduced because
somne places had been provided for. [THE
MINISTER: It was not reduced at all.]
If the Minister had given the Committee
the information he possessed it would not
have been necessary to discuss the
Estimates at such length, and the Coin-
mittee conid have viewed the matters
more intelligently. There were many
places on the fields urgently requiring a
water supply. The Minister, knowing
the difficulties the mining industry
suffered in many districts owing to the
want of water, ought not to be afraid to
expend money in providing water so as to
meet this contingency. [THE MrIsTER:
The hon. member had not much to vorn-
plain of.] He was not complaining. He
was treating the matter generally.
With regard to the assistance to be
.given to prospectors in the matter of
labour covenants, he appreciated the
extent to which the Minister pro-
posed to go as to prospecting areas,
and he appreciated the fixing of the time
at eight months, which would allow the
prospector to go out and do some work
to assist him during the eight months of
the year. One did not appreciate the
idea of the member for Kalgoorlie when
he said that so long as a certain amount
of work was done it shoulA suffice for
the year, because the prospector might
do the work in a month and technically
comply' with the regulations of the Mines
Department. That would leave the area
untouched for 11 mouths of the year'.
'When the Minister considered the matter
it would be well for him to take into

consideration both the time and labour--
the work done and the time occupied.
It only meant a matter of compromise
and consideration, and could be easily
adjusted. The present Act only required
to be administered properly and no diffi-
culties would arise in any direction. As
he understood the policy of the Act; it
was that a certain amount of exemption
should be given when a er~tain amount
of work had been done; and although -a
prospector or leaseholder occupied a pro-
position or property, it was not efficiently
worked if he was sittingon itand shepherd-
ing it. If he was shepherding it only,
one thought it a perfectly just ground for
forfeiture by the Minister, who should
exercise discretion in these matters, and
not leave it entirely to a board. With
regard to battery charges, he considered
the idea enunciated by the Minister a very
good one, but was of opinion that when
the Minister came to frame regulations
he would not bind himself closely to thie
figures he had placed before th~e Com-
mittee. The Minister said he was going
to recommend, or had recommended, an
allowance of 10 per cent. on 1.50 tons.
Probably he would be prepared in certain
places to reduce the number of tons from
150 very considerably. And one hoped
that when the hon. gentleman considered
the other proposal he intended to make,
as to 2.5 per cent, when a certain amount
of development work had been done and
a depth reached of 100 feet, he would
also consider a reduction in that depth.
He (Mr. Hudson) would be pleased to
see advantages given for the formation of
local companies, and they might be given

Generally, he commended the preparation
of the Estimates by the Minister for
Mines.

MR. TAYLOR: In regard to a speech
made by 11r. Hoover and an interview
that gentleman gave to the Press, he took
a somewhat different view from those
expressed by members. Mr. Hoover was
a partner in the firm of Bewick, Moreing,
& Co., who were not noted for investing
much capital in an 'y mines they con-
trolled. They were generally cont'rolling
mines for other people, and whilst titer'
controlled a large number of mines and a
very large number of great gold-pro-
ducers in Western Australia, he could
quite understand a member of that
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firm making a great noise in the
Press about the security in this State
in leaseholds, and howling for wore
security for capital. That gentleman
was representing a firm which bad every
desire that no other competition in the
State should arise. The firm were doing
very well in the State, and it was oniy
the ordinary business transaction fo r
them not to-advise other people to come
in on a similar line to compete with
them. Bewick, Moreing, & Co. were
perfectly satisfied with Western Aus-
tralia. They had been spreading their
operations from one end of the mining
fields to the other, and were practically
an octopus; so much so that at one time
there was considered a necessi ty of
clipping their wings. In reference to
batteries, there was room for great
improvement. As had been pointed out,
the batteries were not what they should
be. 'Whilst we had in some centres very
upi-to-date machinery, hie had repeatedly
received communications in connection
with batteries in various parts not being
up to date and not giving satisfaction.
fie bad recently written -to the Minister
on behalf of the secretary of the Lease-
holders' Association, Burtville, but had
not yet received at reply. He did not
make any charge against the Minister or
the department, as there were times
when there wats some hitch or something,
and one could not blame any person for
the delay of a week or two. The comn-
plaint from Burtville was about boxes
not being in any way equal to the task
set by the quantity- of ore to be treated.
He would like to know something about
the pr-ospecting vote for development
work. He had been interviewed in
relation to the most distant place
in the Eastern Goldfields as to an
application for assistance. The applica-
tiou was for £150, so that they lpoor
shareholders could sink their shiaft to
prospect their property' . The application
had, however, been practically refused,
and they practically had to abandon their
property. He was sorry to see the Mines
Estimates discussed with a scarcity of
members. He had been at member five
yeat's, ant] always found that when any
mining prolpositin was under- c~nsidera-
tion, those representing agricultural areas
were invariably absent. However, hie did
not take particular note of that, when be

remembered that a Laind Bill was passed
through on Friday last when there were
only about seven members on the Minis-
terial side, and not one of them repre-
sented th4 farming community.

AIR. SCADDAN desired to express his
surprise that the Minister had not suffi-
cient control over members on that
(Government) side of the House to keep
something like a decent number in the
House whilst this discussion was on.IEither he had no control over members
on that side, or members on that side had
very little respect for him. Mining wats
the primary industry of the State, which
had built up all the other industries, and
which to a great extent was responsible

for the flourishing condition of Western
Australia to-day. For the first time he

believed in the' history of the State, the
Minister dropped the system of giving
statistics, and said nothing as to what
the Government intended to do. Proma-
blv that course was adopted to avoid
waste of time and to get into recess. At
any rate, the Minister dropped all these
figures, and had given us something which
app eared to be practical. The only ques-
tion to him which was of very much
importance was that of the encourage-
ment the Government intended to give
prospectors. -He had failed to see where

Ian -Y of the suggestions made by members
would have any great beneficial effect- The
giving of better security to those who
invested in mining properties in this
State would not have the desired effect
of finding new fields to take the place of
those getting worked out every day ;nor
would the removal of labour covenants at
present in existence have that effect. Men
struggling with shows at the present time
should receive encouragement in the
nature of help to erect plant or work
their shows below water depth, to raise
a greater amount of ore than they did
to-day; because, after all, two men could
potter about on an 18-acre lease all their
lives without effecting very much pro-
gress. It needed something more than
that, addii'rual 'capital being required
either from the' State or private indi-
viduals, so that the particular district or
mine shoul progress as it ought to do.
Local capitalists did not take sufficient
interest in gold mining, but general1ly
invested in hotels, which they let to other
people. The member for [(atanning
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(Hon, P. H. Piesse) was probably a rare
exception: and we needed men of his
stamp to invest in the mining industry.
If we had a. George tansefl in Western
Australia, We should not have such an
outcry about the state of the mining, in-
dustry. He kept Bendigo alive, though
at one time it was thought to be almost
worked out; but local men invested in the
industry and were given every eucourage-
ment by the Government, -and Rendigo
was now flourishing more than ever.
What encourag-ement did we give to local
men ? The Minister suggested benefit-
ing investors not resident in the State-
men who invested £1 with a view to
making £22. Was it OUr ~province to see
that our mineral wealth was worked for
the benefit of outsiders, rather than for
the benefit of our own peopleP Un-
doubtedly the natural wealth of the
country beonged to the country. There
was no objection to people coming here
and making money ; but he objec~ted to
every encouragement being given to the
foreign capitalist while the local capi-
talist received no encouragement. Some
local capitalists who could ill afford to do
so had expended thousands in prospect-
ing small shows, and immediately they
paid a dividend the Stato collected the
dividend tax. Before being taxed such
men should be allowed to recoup their
outlay. Though mining now returned to
the State a. larger revenue 'than any other
industry, yet the Minister appeared to
be over-estimating the revenue for
the c;urrent year. Last year the
total mining receipts frorm all sources
was £325,144, and this year the
estimate was £372,630, or an increase of
£50,000 for the year. The goldfields
werp much agitated as to the manner of
the proposals for encouraging prospectors,
who would, he feared, he sadly disap-
pointed with the \Ilinister's remarks to-
night. Instead of trying to abrogate the
labour conditions to he complied with by
Companies, the Minister should assist 'non
struggling on their own shows to con-
tinue to struggle, should assist themn to
get local capital. The Minister told the
lxeople of the Yerilla. district that the
State Mining Engineer would report on
all new discoveries; that this officer was
under instructions to visit Pingin, and
thereafter the country north of Black
Range. The officer visited the ringin

district a considerable time after that
promise was made.

THE MINISTRx: A month ago.
MR. SOADDAN: 'Why was not his

report published?
TanE MIN ISTER : It Was gliven to the

Pr ess to-day.
MR. SCADDAN:. Here and in the

other States discouraging reports were
circulated with regard to the field. There
appeared to be something underlying the
business, because the crushings at Pingin
had proved the pessimistic reports to be
without foundation. When the Minister
found reports circulated to the disadvan-
tage of the field, he should have hurried
on the preparation, of the State Mining
Engineer's report, without waiting till
the battery proved that the report was
correct. Trhe report of an expert, if we
had to wait until it' was verified byv a
battery, represented a waste of money.

THE MINISTER FOR MINEs: The hon.
member's opinion on such matters was
particularly valuable.

[Mu. TLLINGwoRTH took the Chair.]

MR. SCADDAN: The Minister was
apparently so conceited that he would
not take a suggestion from anybody. As
to the crushing charges in the Terilla
district, he understood the M1inister to
say that the preceding Minister, Mr.
Hastie, had made a rebate of 25 percent.
to some particular Person.

TaE MINISTER: Nothing of the sort.
'He said Mr. Johnson had done so.

MR. SCADDAN: And would not give
a rebate to anybody else?

THE MINISTER: That had not been
said. The statement was that the rebate
did not apply to any other battery except
that at Mulline.

MA. SGAL'DAN had understood the
Minister to say that applications had been
made from other districts, but had not
been granted.

TanE MINISTER: Why had not the hon.
member called for the papers ?

Ma. SCADDAN did not hold any
brief for Mr. Johnson, who, according to
a, Press report, stated at a mneetingp that
in respect of crushing at Yerilla a can-
cession had been granted because the
parcel of ore exceded 150 tons ; that
the same had been done at other batteries,
the regulation stating that customers
were entitled to a 2.5 per cent. reduction.

[19 DECEMBER, 1905.]Anuztal Estimates:
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THE MnIsTRn FOR MINES: There was
no such regulation.

MR. SOADDAN:- Such was Mr. John-
son's statement.

THnE MINISTERn: It was not correct.
MR. SOADDAN: That was not appar-

ent. We had heard many statements
and counter-statemients.

THE CHAIRMAN: rPublic batteries
were not under consideration.

MR. SOADDKN: The industry was
suffering owing to the State batteries
being under the control of persons having
political interest. To remove the batteries
from political control would be a great
advantage to the battery system, which
was more generally used for political
purposes than any other undertaking in
the country. Probably the Royal Comn-
mission promised by the Minister would
report favourably on the project for
abolishing political control.

THE MINIST-ER had said he would have
an inquiry.

Ma. SCADDAN: The Minister had
promised to appoint a commission.

THE MINISTER: The lion. member's
statement was absolutely incorrect.

Mn. SOADDAN accepted the denial
of the Minister, who, however, had urged
the previous Minister to appoint a com-
mission; and the red-rag, canvassers who
bad been flying around on hehiaif of
Mlinisterialists du ring the general election
distinctly said that lie (Hon. HT. Gregory)
intended to appoint a commission. How-
ever, thle inquiry should be removed from
any outside control, for careful investiga-
tion was needed. A Royal Commission
was, in his (Mr. Scaddan's) opinion, the
only practicable method of overcoming
the difficulty. He did not altogether
agree with members who quoted figures
to show that the mining, industry was
not so prosperous this year. The figures
in the Estimates had littie or no connec-
tion with the state of the mining
industi-v, of which hie preferred to judge
by the actual results and by the en-
couragement which the industry' was
receiving. He believed we were on the
road to prosperity. Mlining was not
booming as in the early days; but he
believed there was now more legitimate
mining than ever before in our history;
that the mining industry was, and woul]d
be for Years, a stable industry. The

member for Kalgoorlie mentioned the
declfine in the number of big mines; but
not many years ago mining managers iii
and around Kalgoorlie were not there to
work the mines to the best advantage,
but to show themselves to the best
advantage. The Lake View Consols, for
instance, had never recovered from the
blow received from a previous manager,
who picked out the ey' es of the mine,
leav ing it in the very poor position
that it occupied to-day. In the Asso-
ciated Northern the original chute had
been followed for hundreds of feet
and no attempt had been made to
work it in a legitimate manner. It was
called "R Podda's Whim " to this daiy. It
had been reported in London that a winze
was being sunk on fine-grade ore and
that afterwards they were to go back and
stope it out; but when they did so. they
did not obtain the same class of ore.
Therefore the work on. the Northorn
Associated had been in a bad position,
but lately they had been able to get on
fair-grade ore. The mines on the Golden
Belt were now being worked legitimately.
Managers had some stake in the country,
and had reputations to lose or hold. I
was to their interest to work the mines
legitimately. The Great Boulder bad
lately been shown to be in a sounder
position than ever before, in spite of the
thousands of ounces which had been
taken froni it. It showed that the
mining industry was on a sound basis,
and the Minister could do nothing better
than give every encouragement for the
opening of new flids and to induce
capital to come in to assist prospectors.

IThe industry was a sound investment.
Dividends totalled one-third of the gold
produced; and with the legitimate working

of the mines, no investor would bite his
fingers. It was to be regretted more
inembers on the Government side were
not present during this discussion to Jearn
something and to assist other members.

Ttems agreed to, and the vote passed.

Vote - Geological Survey, £6,155,
agreed to.

Vote - State Batteries, £2110,710,
agreed to.

Vote-.lines Water Supply, £18,760,
agreed to.

CASSEMBLY.] Geological, etc.
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Vote - Purchase and Treatment of
Copper Ore, £61,600:

MR, KEENAN: Why were the smelt-
ing costs decreased by £15,000 when
there was an increase of £2,000 in the
pirchase of orel If more ore was to be
purchased, how did the Minister antici-
pate a. reduction in the smelting costs ?
Last year £80O,000 had been voted for
purchasing copper ore, of which e14,4q1
had been spent, and the smelting costs
were £1 8,651.

THE MINIS']ER: Last rear, when
starting operations, there had been ore
on hand to the value of £28,000, on
w"hich Xi 2,000]had been ad vain:ed- That,
with the £14,000 spent last year,
amounted to £26,000o spent for the pur-
chase of ore, on whlich the smelting costs
were £18.000, We had erected -a mote
up-to-date plant and anticipated that the
conditions would be much better than in
the initial stages, and that we could
carry out the work much more cheaply.

Itemis agreed to, and the vote passed.

Vote-Miscelaneons Minin9 Develop-
inent, £7,000-agreed to.

Vote-Mining School, £4,705:

MR. TROY: Had the Government any
intention of carrying out tie long-
])romised grant for a School of Mines on
the Murchison?

THiE MINISTER knew nothing of anY
promise; but he had been one who had
stronigly desired to have a technical school
at Cue to deal with wininig subjects. It
was now arranged to have samples of the
different k-inds of ore sent to each mining
centre, and he would do all he could to
have a first-class technical school opened
on the Murchison. The policy of the
Mines Department was that there should
be one mining school in the State, with
technical schools in all the centres, to
prepare pupjils for the mining school.

Mn. BATH:- Technical schools-were
under the Education Department. A
report had been prepared by the late
Director of Technical Education on the
claims of Day Dawn and Cue for a
school. The report was favourable; but
there was so much controversyv as to
whether Cue or Daj Dawn should have
the school that neither centre secured
the coveted convenience.

TnrE MINISTER said he had not been
aware of that.

Ma. KEENAN: Would the Minister
direct that all ore coining into the pos-
session of the Government should be
handed over to the School of Mines ?
The M1inister would need to ask the
Crown Law Departmnent in some Cases.

THE: MINISTER said hie would biring-
the question before the attention of the
Government. 'Where ores were sur-
rendered to the Crown in cases brougti
before courts, the School of MNinies hadi a
greater claim to them than the technical
branch of the Education Department.

Items agreed to, an d the votUe p assed.

Vote - Ex-plosives5 aud Analtytical,
£4,120:

MR. KEENAN: What was the reason
for an increase in the number of
analysts ?

THE MINISTER: This department
was now doing a great deal of work in
the analysing of food and spirits.

31n. KEENAN: Was that par-t of the
work of the. department ?

Tnn MINISTER: The Mines. Depart-
iuent controlled the analyst's department.
F'ormerlv we had laboratories in connec-
tion -with almnost every department.
They were now utider one department.
Lately there had been a number of
anialyses of soil for the Lands Depart-
ment for whichi the latter department
had offered to pay; hut it was thought
wise that the work should be done in this
department and charged to it. This
department, to a great extent, was a self-
sustaining one, though no charge was
made for a great deal of the work done.

Items agreed to, and the vote passed.

Vote-Inspection of Machinery, £7,024:

MR. SCADDAN : There was an in-
crese of £21,408 in this vote. He had
previously said hie was satisfied the
machinery department would get out of
control and pile up expense for very
little result; and the statement was now
provc~d by these Estimates. We had in
th is departm ent nine inspec tors and se ven
clerks in Perth, and five clerks on the
goldfields, the last-named receiving hialf
their sala ries and allowa nces f romt "IMintes
Generally." A good deal of this expendi-
ture could very well be cut out. He held

. Annual Eslirnate8.
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the Chief Inspector in high esteem, and
any remarks of his in this connection
were not hurled at that officer per-
sonally. But some statement should be
mnade by the Minister as to what was to
be done concerning this department.
The Minister had already explained that
be intended to alter the conditions under
which certificates were issited; but was
he going to make any change in regard
to the inspection of boilers? There
were five boiler inspectors stationed
in Perth. The Chief Inspector did so
little inispection that the Minister did not
consider it necessary to keep a record
of the work the officer did. He wals
what was knownt as a technical officey
who had to go throughi the files and
returns coming from the inspectors, and
to make romarks thereon. Then hie
bad to report to the chief inspector, who
sent the documents on to some other
officer in the Mines Department for
farther report. This was piling up the
work in an unnecessary manner. We
should have inspectors of boilers suf-
ficiently under control without having a
chief inspector, a technical officer to
advise him, and seveu other officers in
Perth. The great hulk of the machinery
was on the goldfields, but the least
number of inspeetors.was stationed there,
which showed that there was something
wrong in the administration of the de-
partment. The idea was to centralise the
work. of the department in Perth, but we
should -get away from that idea and
decentratlise as much as possible.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: A
perusal of the Estimates showed a, large
increase. There were a number of in-
spectors who were appointed long before
the Minister took office. There were to
many inspectors, and there was too much
red-tapeism in connection with the de-
partment regarding the Machinery Act.
The protection of the public in regard to
inspection of boilers was necessary, and
it was necessary to have certificates
granted for the protection of employees.
He had not the knowledge hie should like
in regard to this department, and it wats
hard to say whether the staff was ton big.
Next year hie would be able to say
whether a lesser staff should be employed.
Many of the appointments were only
recent, and it -was essential in the early
stages of an Act to give the department

an opportunity of Saying what was neces-
sary and what was unnecessary, but he
(the Minister) would not like to say
whether some of the officers were not
necessary just yet.

MR. SCADDAN: In the way of pro-
test he moved-

That the item, Clerks Xf895, be reduced by
£2195.

&'bis was the increase as shown on the
Estimates,

TnE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
estimate was cut down by over £2,000.
The only two increases shown were that
of the Chief Clerk, £225, an increase of
£1.5, and the Chief Inspector at Ral-
goordie, who received £20 a. year more.
A higher salary was given to this officer
as it wats desired to mnake it the more
inijiortant office.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item -Examination of Engine-drivers'
Inspectors, etc., £400:

]RR. LYNCH: A member of the
examination board had been induced to
give up his occupation on the fielIds, and
was not now receiving remuneration equal.
to the wages hie received when on thle
fields.

THE MINISTER FOR MixNEs: The policy
of the previous Government was not
departed from.

MR. BATH: But the previous Gov-
ermnent intended to deal with the matter.

TiiR MINISTER FOR MINES: Full
consideration would be given to this
matter. He did not know what scheme
shonld ho adopted in connection with
these boards, but he did not *iree with
the regulations framed. Every applicant
should come before one of the membhers
of the board or the inspector. These
boards went to the important districts
of Perth, Kalgoorlie, Cue, and O-eraldton
to carry out examlinations. He did not
intend paying the member of the board a
rate equal to the wages he had been
receiving on the fields if that officer was
not employed, but if work could be found
for him he would be compensated for it.

MR. BATH: Arrangements could be
made so that the man, when not employed,
could get other employment.

THE MINISTER F OR MINES would
go seriously into the matter. He could
not think of keeping that officer in Perth.
He was earning £3 a week when formerly

[&SSE11BLy'j Machinery 1=pection.
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he had earned £24 10s. a week, If the
Government could find work for him
they would; if not, arrangements would
have to he made so that the officer could
be emnployed elsewhere. The man would
rec~eive at silarY commensurate with the
work done.

MR. SOADDAN had communicated
with the whole of the branches of the
Engine -drivers' Association throughout
the State and asked for an expression
of opinion on the matter of granting
certificates without applicants going
before the board, and also the treatment
meted out to thq encnne-d rivers' repre-
sentative tni the Iboard., The associations
Were unanimous in their opinion that
applicants should go before the board, and
that the representative of the engine-
drivers on the hoard should receive [air
treatment from the Government. He
dlid riot think the Government had treated
this officer fairly. 'When the officer
found that hie was not sufficiently
emiplo~yed on the board he desired to
return to Kalgoorlie to get work, with an
assurance that he would be allowed to
return when the hoard sat again in Perth.
The Minister was Jprepared to send the
officer back to Kalgoorlie. but he was not
prepared to allow him to come to Perth
again. That would cost the mnan three
days' work; it would take £22 for a
second -class return ticket from Kalgoorlie
and travelling expenses would amount to
about 10s. 6d. a day, yet the Minister
expected that this officer was to go to
'Kalgoorlie to work and. then attend in
Perth at the convenience of the country
for £2 2s., when his expenses would
amount to about £6. The officer went
through a strict examination 'before be
was appointed to the position. Since the
change of Government the officer had
been so placed that he had not averaged

£1per week. It seemed as if the
Minister wished to get rid of him by
sending him to Kalgoorlie and not
supplying a return ticket. The Central
Board of Health had a representative
from Kalgoorlie on it, and this representa-
tive received his expenses in travelling
to Perth and bac-k again. Why should
different treatment be meted out to the
officer of the engine - drivers' board?
Be believed the Minister would deal
justly, irrespective of what shade of
polities one held, and he felt satisfied

*that the hion. gentleman would get a
report. In his opinion this board should
bie converte.d into a travelling board,
which should hold examinations through-
out the State. The board should visit
centres in the South-Western district,
the Mlurchison district, the Eastern Gold-
fields district, and the North Coolgardie
district. Then wve should have some
satisfaction as to examinations being, of a
uniform nature, and there would h.e less
reason for complaint than at present.
There was considerable dissatisfaction at
the way in which the examinations were
held and in which -service certificates
were erntd rTffE Mm'TNrsmx:R That
was not his fault.] Hie wras not saying
it was, but was poiniting, o-ut that the
m atter iniigh t be taken into C con SideOration
during rte recess.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

This completed the votes for the
*department.

Progress reported, and leave given to

1sit aglain.

BILLS- -FIRST READING.
Banking Companies Amendment, re-

ceived from the Legislative Council.
Bills of Sale Amendment, received

from the Leislative Council.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Ho use adjourned at five minutes

pa st 12 mid night, u ntil Wed nesday after-
noon-.
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